APPENDIX P2.J

Correspondence with the Public and
Stakeholders

P2.J.2.1 — Government Stakeholders

P2.J.1.1 — Impact Assessment Agency of Canada

P2.J.1.2 — Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks

P2.J.1.3 — Ministry of Natural Resources

P2.J.1.4 — Ministry of Transportation

P2.J.1.5 — Ministry of Indigenous Affairs and First Nations Economic Reconciliation
P2.J.1.6 — Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services

P2.J.1.7 — Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade

P2.J.1.8 — Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing

P2.J.1.9 — Ministry of Energy and Mines (formally Ministry of Mines; and Ministry Northern
Development and Mines)

P2.J.1.10 — Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (formally Ministry of Heritage,
Sport, Tourism and Culture)

P2.J.1.11 — Ontario Provincial Police

P2.J.1.12 — Environment and Climate Change Canada

P2.J.1.13 — Fisheries and Oceans Canada

P2.J.1.14 — Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada
P2.J.1.15 — Indigenous Services Canada

P2.J.1.16 — Transport Canada

P2.J.1.17 — Federation of Northern Ontario

P2.J.1.18 — Ministry of Northern Development and Growth (formerly Ministry of Northern
Development)

P2.J.2.2 — Other Stakeholders and the Public

De Beers Canada Inc.
Noront Resources Ltd.
Wildlife Conservation Society Canada
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Government Stakeholders

= P2.J.1.1 — Impact Assessment Agency of Canada
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Records Found: 1

Impact Assessment Agency of Canada Federal Government

Contact Date: Oct 29, 2021 16:30 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Notice of Commencement of Environmental Assessment

Don Parkinson of SNC Lavalin Inc (SNC) emailed the Notice of Commencement of Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Webequie Supply Road
(WSR) Project to all stakeholders including the public, Indigenous communities, agencies and other interested parties. The email informed the
stakeholders that the Terms of Reference (ToR) with amendments for the WSR EA Study was approved by the Minister of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks (MECP) on October 8th, 2021. The email also informed them that the approved ToR and Notice of Approval can be
accessed on the project website. It further encouraged participation in future consultations.

Attached File: SNC-Public Notice of Commencement of EA-2021-10-21.pdf

Contact Date: Nov 16, 2021 18:51 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: IAAC Comments on Draft Cumulative Effects Study Plan

Alexandra Oakes of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC), sent an email to Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply
Road (WSR). The email included IAAC's comments on the WSR Draft Cumulative Effects Study Plan, and mentioned to request any clarifications
if needed.

Attached File: IAAC-Comments on Draft Cumulative Effects Study Plan-2021-11-16.pdf

Contact Date: Dec 20, 2021 13:20 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: COVID-19 Pandemic, Omicron Variant
Attached File: NFN-Omicron Guidance Document-2021-12-13.pdf
Attached File: NFN-Omicron Key Recommendations-2021-12-14.pdf

Contact Date: Mar 16, 2022 08:57 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Submission of Revised Socio Economic Study Plan addressing IAAC and MECP comments and consultations

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team, sent an email to Sasha McLeod & Dororthy Moszynski of the
Ministry of Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP), Alexandra Oakes of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC). The email
included the Revised Socio-Economic Study Plan for the WSR project. Craig mentioned that updated study plan reflected the refinements to the
spatial assessment boundaries and criteria and indicators based on past comments from the MECP and IAAC and consultation completed to date.
The email also stated that a plain language fact sheet had been created for the Socio-Economic Study Plan for the purposes of engagement and
consultation with Indigenous communities, the public and stakeholders.

Attached File: Web-WSR Socio-Economic Study Plan-2022-04-22.pdf

Contact Date: May 12, 2022 15:13 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: IAAC Letter to WFN re Timeline Extension for WSR Project under the IAA

Anjala Puvananathan of Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) sent a letter to Chief Cornelius Wabasse of Webequie First Nation. The
letter was regarding the information on requesting a time limit extension for the WSR Project under the IAA. IAAC requested Webequie First Nation
to provide the information regarding reasons for requesting extension, work plan detailing the progress made to date, etc. for IAAC's consideration.
IAAC strongly advised Webequie First Nation to submit a complete request by September 24, 2022, for the Agency to process the request prior to
the expiration of the legislated time limit on February 24, 2023.

Attached File: IAAC-Letter to WFN-Re Time Limit Ext Request-2022-05-12.pdf

Contact Date: May 27, 2022 10:45 Method: One on One
Topics to be Discussed: EA / IA Progress
Attached File: WSR-Progress Update Meeting Presentation-2022-05-27.pdf

Contact Date: Jun 30, 2022 10:19 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Submission of Draft Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team, sent an email to Alexandra Oakes of the Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada (IAAC) Dorothy Moszynski of the Ministry of Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP), and Sasha McLeod of the Ministry
of Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP). The email informed that the Project team had completed the Draft Natural Environment Existing
Conditions Report for WSR and mentioned that due to the size of the document it would be sent separately through the SNC Lavalin document
transfer system with the main report and appendices provided as separate documents. Craig requested applicable federal authorities and provincial
agencies to review and provide comments on the report in approx. 30 days, if it was possible. Also, he requested that priority be given to selected
sections of the report, in order for the Project Team to be aware of any major deficiencies/data gaps if identified by the review team; the emalil
mentioned Fish and Fish Habitat, Wildlife, Vegetation and Species at Risk as the select sections for advance review.

Printed on July 24, 2025
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Contact Date: Aug 03, 2022 11:14 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Draft Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report: Clarification on air quality baseline report

Alexandra Oakes of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) sent an email to Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply
Road (WSR) Project team. Alexandra mentioned that she had received a question from Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC)
regarding section 7: atmospheric environment of the baseline report which is included within the report but was not a separate report, and
requested whether air quality existing conditions report would be provided under a separate cover, as it is not within the provided appendices and
that appendices 1-3 were not provided. She requested clarification regarding the comment from ECCC.

13:39

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team, sent an email to Alexandra Oakes of the Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada (IAAC) as a response to Alexandra's email earlier on the same day. Craig mentioned that there would be standalone Air Quality
(AQ) Existing Conditions report and an Impact Assessment Technical Report that would be an appendix in the future Environmental Assessment
Report/Impact Statement. Section 7 of the list of Appendices in the Natural Environment existing conditions Report included baseline information
that would appear in the mentioned air quality technical report. Craig mentioned that SNC Lavalin's air quality specialist was on vacation, and that
to his knowledge there were no appendices for air quality as reflected in the baseline report/ He attached the list of appendices for the report for
reference, and labeled for ease of reading.

14:13

Alexandra Oakes of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) sent an email to Craig Wallace of SNC LAvalin and the Webequie Supply
Road (WSR) Project team. The email mentioned that Alexandra has gone through the Agency's records and the email correspondence on April 23,
2021, and requested confirmation whether the air quality baseline report was included in the natural environment baseline report as per the
previous correspondences.

14:24

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team, sent an email to Alexandra Oakes of the Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada (IAAC). Craig mentioned that the Project team's air quality expert was on vacation and would provide a response to the question
regarding the air quality baseline report after her return on 9, August 2022.

Contact Date: Aug 09, 2022 13:54 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Submission of WSR Request for Extension to IS Phase

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team sent an email to Alexandra Oakes of Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada. The email had attached draft request for extension to the IS phase for the WSR Project in response to the IAAC letter of May
12, 2022 to Chief Wabasse, for the Agency's review. Craig mentioned that once the Agency had reviewed the draft request, the Project Team
would be happy to arrange a meeting to further discuss the requested extension and respond to any questions.

Attached File: Web-Draft Extension Request for WSR 1A-2022-08-08.pdf

Contact Date: Aug 11, 2022 14:10 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Draft Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report: Clarification on air quality baseline report

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team, sent an email to Alexandra Oakes of the Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada (IAAC). The email had the response to Alexandra's question for confirmation as per her correspondence on August 3, 2022,
with regard to data sources, averaging periods, representativeness of the data used and limitations, and similar. Craig also had a question for the
Agency and Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) related to the climate change assessment, and requested confirmation regarding
the current proposed approach by the Project Team for the assessment of direct GHG emissions from land-use changes.

Contact Date: Aug 12, 2022 14:41 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Draft Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report: Clarification on air quality baseline report

Maryse Sciberas of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) sent an email to Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply
Road (WSR) Project team & Alexandra Oakes of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC). Maryse mentioned that she passed on Craig's
response on August 11, 2022 to Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) team and a response to Craig's follow up question can be
expected by the following week.

Contact Date: Aug 18, 2022 14:52 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed:

Don Parkinson, Consultation Lead of SNC-Lavalin Inc, emailed the Notice of Public Information Centre #1 (PIC #1) for the Environmental
Assessment Phase of the Webequie Supply Road Project to public and private stakeholders, land tenure and claim holders, federal and provincial
agencies, and other interested parties. Don noted that a Public Information Centre (PIC) is being held to provide interested parties an opportunity to
learn and provide feedback on the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment (EA/IA) for the Webequie Supply Road. The email also
informed that the PIC #1 will consist of a presentation at 2:00pm and 6:00pm followed by an informal drop-in session with display information about
the project. The PIC has been scheduled to be on Thursday, August 25, 2022, from 2:00pm to 5:00pm and 6:00pm to 9:00pm at the Valhalla Hotel
and Convention Centre in Thunder Bay, Ontario. The Notice provided information on the Project purpose, details of the EA/IA, and the contact
information of the Project Leads. The Notice also included a map of the Project area and two alternative road locations.

Attached File: WSR-Notice of Public Information Centre #1-2022-08-05.pdf

Printed on July 24, 2025
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Contact Date: Aug 24, 2022 15:37 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed:

Don Parkinson, Consultation Lead of SNC-Lavalin Inc, emailed the Notice of Public Information Centre #1 (PIC #1) for the Environmental
Assessment Phase of the Webequie Supply Road Project to public and private stakeholders, land tenure and claim holders, federal and provincial
agencies, and other interested parties. Don reminded that a Public Information Centre (PIC) is being held to provide interested parties an
opportunity to learn and provide feedback on the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment (EA/IA) for the Webequie Supply Road. The
email also informed that the PIC #1 will consist of a presentation at 2:00pm and 6:00pm followed by an informal drop-in session with display
information about the project. The PIC has been scheduled to be on Thursday, August 25, 2022, from 2:00pm to 5:00pm and 6:00pm to 9:00pm at
the Valhalla Hotel and Convention Centre in Thunder Bay, Ontario. The Notice provided information on the Project purpose, details of the EA/IA,
and the contact information of the Project Leads. The Notice also included a map of the Project area and two alternative road locations.

Attached File: WSR-Notice of Public Information Centre #1-2022-08-05.pdf

Contact Date: Sep 08, 2022 13:12 Method: E-mail
Topics to be Discussed: Submission of WSR Request for Extension to IS Phase
Attached File: Web-Draft Extension Request for WSR |A-2022-08-08.pdf

Contact Date: Sep 29, 2022 14:12 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Agency Feedback on the Draft Request for an Extension to the Time Limit of the Impact Statement Phase - Webequie Supply Road Project

Ely Weisbrot of Impact Assessment Agency of Canada sent an email to Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR)
Project team. The email included the Agency's feedback on the 'Draft Request for an Extension to the Time Limit of the Impact Statement Phase'.
The Agency had reviewed the request and identified key considerations regarding the proposed project schedule and engagement with Indigenous
communities, which were stated as either unclear or missing, and the email provided comments to assist the Project team to prepare complete and
accurate information in the revised request.

Contact Date: Oct 28, 2022 09:07 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Draft Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report: Clarification on air quality baseline report

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team, sent an email to Maryse Sciberas of the Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada (IAAC) requesting a follow up the email correspondence on August 12, 2022, and requested a confirmation on the Project
team's response to Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) comments.

09:49
Maryse Sciberas of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) sent an email to Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply
Road (WSR) Project team apologizing for the delay and mentioned that she would discuss with the team and get back to Craig.

Contact Date: Oct 31, 2022 20:48 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Consultation Progress Report Round 1

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin, on behalf of the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team, sent an email to Ely Weisbrot of the Impact
Assessment Agency of Canada to submit the WSR Consultation Progress Report Round 1. Craig indicated that Appendix A of the report is the
supportive Record of Consultation which would be sent by a file transfer service due to its large size. Also attached to the email was a zipfile
containing the copies of the letters to the 22 Indigenous communities who are to receive a community specific report.

Attached File: Web-WSR Consultation Progress Report R1 MECP-2022-10-24.pdf

Contact Date: Nov 15, 2022 11:15 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Draft Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report: Clarification on air quality baseline report

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team, sent an email to Maryse Sciberas & Ely Weisbrot of the Impact
Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) requesting an update as to when the Project team could expect to receive a response to the highlighted
question referring for the correspondence on August 11, 2022.

Contact Date: Dec 07, 2022 12:59 Method: E-mail
Topics to be Discussed: Follow-up on the interim administration of the Impact Assessment Act
Attached File: IAAC-Letter to WFN-Re Time Limit Ext Request-2022-05-12.pdf

Printed on July 24, 2025
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Contact Date: Jan 05, 2023 15:35 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Notice of time limit extension under the Imact Assessment Act

Eric Landry of Impact Assessment Agency of Canada sent a letter to Chief Cornelius Wabasse of Webequie First Nation, regarding the request for
an extension to the three-year legislated time limit under the Impact Assessment Act (the IAA). Eric stated that after a review of available
information, the Agency had determined that it will be extending the time limit, and mentioned that the Agency might require additional information
or studies that would be necessary for the conduct of the impact assessment. The letter also mentioned that the Webequie First Nation was
expected to follow updated technical guidance and best practices, in accordance with project-specific direction issued by the Agency, and was
expected to meet the requirements set out in the Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines for the Project in relation to engagement with other
Indigenous communities, as necessary, to inform the content of the Impact Statement, including the effects assessment and details on potential
impacts on the exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty rights of the communities listed in the Indigenous Engagement and Partnership Plan for the
Project. Furthermore, the Agency requested that all comments provided by the federal review team, including those provided on the study plans
and work plans, as well as the concerns expressed by Indigenous communities and members of the public, be fully addressed in the Impact
Statement. The deadline to provide the Agency with the information and studies required for the impact assessment of the Project was stated to be
January 6, 2027 following the extension.

Attached File: IAAC-Letter to WFN-Re Time Limit Extension Request-2023-01-05.pdf

Contact Date: Jan 11, 2023 15:26 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: WSR Draft NEECR Comments

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team, sent an email to Ely Wiesbrot of the Impact Assessment
Agency of Canada (IAAC), and Sasha McLeod and Dorothy Moszynski of the Ministry of Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP). The email
contained a summary of the comments received from the Government Review Team and IAAC review of the WSR Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report (NEECR) provided in June 2022. From the Government Review Team, the WSR Project team received comments from
MECP's Groundwater, Health, Surface Water, Air Quality/Climate Change, Environmental Assessment Branch, Species At Risk Branch, and
Environmental Monitoring and Reporting Branch, as well as Indigenous Affairs Ontario, the Ministry of Mines, the Ministry of Transportation, and
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry. From IAAC, the WSR Project team received comments from the Federal Technical Reviewers.
Attached to the email were the response tables to the comments received with the exception of MECP's Species At Risk Branch. Craig noted that
the IAAC comment table will be reformatted and sent to IAAC once it is complete. For next steps, the email indicated that the WSR Project team
would like to arrange meetings to further discuss comments and responses with federal and provincial technical reviewers. Attached to the email
was an excel table with selected comments organized by topic. Craig requested IAAC and MECP to internally coordinate and provide their
availability for the meetings to be held.

Attached File: Web-WSR Response to IAO Draft NEECR Comments Table-2023-01-12.pdf

Attached File: Web-WSR Response to MECP AQ Draft NEECR Comments Table-2023-01-12.pdf

Attached File: Web-WSR Response to MECP CCA Draft NEECR Comments Table-2023-01-12.pdf

Attached File: Web-WSR Response to MECP EAB Draft NEECR Comments Table-2023-01-12.pdf

Attached File: Web-WSR Response to MECP GW Draft NEECR Comments Table-2023-01-12.pdf

Attached File: Web-WSR-Response to IAAC Draft NEECR Comments Table-2023-01-10.pdf

Contact Date: Feb 06, 2023 09:52 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Inquiry regarding NEECR

Ely Weisbrot of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) sent an email to Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road
(WSR) Project team with inquiries from Natural Resources Canada (NRC) regarding the Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report (NEECR).
The inquiries from NRC were regarding updated Appendices from the updated NEECR and confirmation of the Proponent's response to IAAC's
comment requesting certificates for all acid base accounting testing.

13:37
Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the WSR Project team responded to Ely Weisbrot with updated versions of Appendix 4-F and Appendix 6-D.
Craig clarified that the response to comment/row #15 should have been metal leaching and "ABA results" contained in Appendix 4-F.

Contact Date: Apr 18, 2023 12:47 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Evaluation of Alternatives for EA/IA Feedback

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project Team sent an email to Sasha McLeod and Dorothy Mosynski of the
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) and Ely Weisbrot of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) indicating
that the WSR Project team would like to coordinate a workshop session in late summer with the provincial Government Review Team and
interested federal authorities to present the evaluation of alternatives for the WSR Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment and receive
feedback. Craig explained that a formal agenda is being prepared with the intent of providing an alternatives package to participants prior to the
workshop, and provided a list of preliminary agenda topics for the workshop session for MECP and IAAC's feedback.

Contact Date: Apr 19, 2023 09:51 Method:

Topics to be Discussed: Draft NEECR Comments

Ely Weisbrot of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) sent an email to Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road
(WSR) Project Team in response to the Proponent's January 11, 2023 follow up questions and the Proponent's responses to IAAC's comments on
the draft Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report (NEECR). Attached to the email was a comment response table with IAAC's responses to
the Proponent's follow up questions from January 11, 2023. Table 1 contained IAAC’s responses to the Proponent’s follow-up questions from
January 11, 2023, and Table 2 contained IAAC's feedback to the Proponent’s responses on the draft NEECR.

Printed on July 24, 2025
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Attached File: IAAC-Responses to Proponent Follow Up Questions on Draft NEECR-2023-04-19.pdf

Contact Date: Aug 18, 2023 09:25 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Request for Review of WSR Draft Socio-Economic Existing Conditions Report

Craig Wallace of SNC Lavalin and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team, sent an email to Sasha McLeod and Dorothy Moszynski of the
Ministry of Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) and Ely Weisbrot of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC). The email
mentioned that the Project Team had completed the Draft Socio-Economic Existing Conditions Report for the WSR project, and that the report is
complete for the most part pending additional information from communities to help finalize the document. Craig mentioned that the report has
areas identified where the pending additional information such as traditional Indigenous land and resource use were to be incorporated. The email
stated that the report was divided into 2 parts and due to the size of the document it would be sent via the SNC Lavalin file transfer system, and
requested confirmation from Ely whether the document should be uploaded to the Agency WSR/Proponent Portal. Craig requested the Agency and
MECP to review the report and provide comments within 45 days, ideally by October 2, 2023.

Contact Date: Sep 22, 2023 15:49 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Responses and Feedback from the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada on the Webequie Supply Road Draft Natural Environment Existing Conditions Repart

Craig Wallace of AtkinsRéalis sent an email to Ely Weisbrot of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC). The email was in response to
Ely's correspondence on April 19, 2023. Craig mentioned that the Project team had reviewed the Agency's responses and feedback received and
in order to conclude the review cycle, attached Project team's responses to address the additional feedback received. Craig requested the Agency
to review the attachment and provide confirmation whether the commitments/approaches to address the additional feedback are acceptable in
terms of the TISG requirements for the Project.

Attached File: Web-WSR Response to IAAC Comments Re Draft NEECR-2023-09-22.pdf

Contact Date: Sep 22, 2023 18:41 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Notice of Public Information Centre #2 for EA

Don Parkinson, Consultation Lead of AtkinsRéalis, emailed the Notice of Public Information Centre #2 (PIC #2) for the Environmental Assessment
Phase of the Webequie Supply Road Project to public and private stakeholders, land tenure and claim holders, federal and provincial agencies,
and other interested parties. Don reminded that a Public Information Centre (PIC) is being held to provide interested parties an opportunity to learn
and provide feedback on the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment (EA/IA) for the Webequie Supply Road. The email also informed that
the PIC #2 will consist of a presentation at 2:00pm and 6:00pm followed by an informal drop-in session with display information about the project.
The PIC has been scheduled to be on Monday, October 2, 2023 and Tuesday, October 3, 2023 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm and 6:00pm to 8:00pm at
the Victoria Inn Hotel & Convention Centre in Thunder Bay, Ontario and Thursday, October 12, 2023 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Cedar
Meadows Resort & Spa in Timmins, Ontario. The Notice provided information on the Project purpose, details of the EA/IA, and the contact
information of the Project Leads. The Notice also included a map of the Project area and two alternative road locations.

Attached File: WSR-Notice of Public Information Centre #2-2023-09-25.pdf

Contact Date: Nov 17, 2023 10:30 Method: Other

Topics to be Discussed: Consultation Round 2 - Evaluation of Alternatives, Ontario GRT and Federal Authorities Session

Craig Wallace of AtkinsRéalis and the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project team held a meeting with the GRT and Federal Authorities
representatives to present and discuss the evaluation of alternatives process for WSR. The meeting aimed to present the preliminary evaluation of
alternatives for the Webequie Supply Road (WSR) Project and gather initial feedback from federal authorities and the Ontario Government Review
Team (GRT) on the methodology and evaluation. This session was part of the second round of consultations with Indigenous communities,
stakeholders, and the public, focusing on the alternatives considered in the Environmental Assessment/Impact Assessment (EA/IA) for the project.
A copy of the presentation was attached to the meeting notes.

The meeting began with a Health, Safety, and Environment (HSE) moment, followed by a project overview. Attendees were then presented with a
review of the alternatives assessment process. Part 1 covered “alternatives to” the project and the assessment of alternative routes within the
identified 2 km wide corridor. Part 2 focused on evaluating alternatives for supportive infrastructure, such as aggregate/rock source areas,
construction camps, access roads, and road design elements of the proposed WSR. A question and answer session followed these sessions. Due
to time constraints, the meeting concluded with thanks to all participants. The Project Team reminded attendees to direct any further questions or
clarifications to Craig Wallace.

Attached File: "Web-WSR Consultation Round 2 Meeting with GRT and IAAC Summary-2023-11-28 “.pdf

Contact Date: Nov 24, 2023 16:33 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Federal Comments on the Webequie Supply Road Draft Socio-Economic Existing Conditions Report

Ely Weisbrot of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) sent an email to Craig Wallace of AtkinsRéalis and the Webequie Supply Road
(WSR) Project. Ely thanked the Project team for providing an opportunity for a federal review of the draft Socio-Economic Existing Conditions
Report, and included the document with the federal comments on the mentioned report. He requested for any follow-up questions on the provided
comments.

Attached File: IAAC-Comments on draft SEECR-2023-11-24.pdf

Contact Date: Dec 07, 2023 15:31 Method: E-mail
Topics to be Discussed: Follow-up on the interim administration of the Impact Assessment Act
Attached File: IAAC-Letter to WFEN-Re FU on Interim Admin of IAA-2023-12-07.pdf

Printed on July 24, 2025
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Contact Date: Feb 16, 2024 19:02 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Federal Agencies feedback on the evaluation of alternatives and route selection methodology

Ely Weisbrot of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) sent an email to Craig Wallace of AtkinsRéalis and the Webequie Supply Road
(WSR) Project team. Ely thanked Craig for providing an opportunity for federal agencies to provide feedback on the evaluation of alternatives and
route selection methodology for the WSR Project. The email included attached federal comments on the route selection methodology, and Ely
requested any questions or clarifications on the comments and recommendations provided.

Attached File: WSR-Consultation Round 2 Alternatives Assessment GRT and Federal Authorities Presentation-2023-11-17.pdf

Contact Date: Mar 19, 2024 11:08 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Responses and Feedback from the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada on the Webequie Supply Road Draft Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report

Ely Weisbrot of the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) sent an email to Craig Wallace of AtkinsRéalis and the Webequie Supply Road
(WSR) Project team. The email was in response to Craig's email on September 22, 2023. Ely thanked the Project team for providing the
opportunity to review the team's responses dated September 2023 for the federal comments provided in January 2023 on the draft baseline report.
The email had an attached document with the Agency’s feedback (March 2024) to the Project team's responses (September 2023) on the draft
baseline report.

Attached File: IAAC-Response to Project Team Response Re Draft NEECR-2023-03-19.pdf

Contact Date: Jul 15, 2024 15:40 Method: E-mail
Topics to be Discussed: Key amendments to the Impact Assessment Act
Attached File: IAAC-Letter to WEN-Re Key Amendments to IAA-2024-07-15.pdf

Contact Date: Aug 29, 2024 15:26 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Notice of Public Information Center #3

Don Parkinson, Consultation Lead of AtkinsRéalis, emailed the Notice of Public Information Centre #3 (PIC #3) for the Environmental Assessment
Phase of the Webequie Supply Road Project to public and private stakeholders, land tenure and claim holders, federal and provincial agencies,

and other interested parties. Don reminded that a Public Information Centre (PIC) is being held to provide interested parties an opportunity to learn
and provide feedback on the Environmental Assessment / Impact Assessment (EA/IA) for the Webequie Supply Road. The email also informed that
the PIC #3 will consist of a presentation followed by an informal drop-in session with display information about the project. The PIC #3 has been
scheduled to be on Tuesday, September 10, 2024 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm and 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Best Wetsern Premier Northwood Hotel in
Timmins, Ontario, and Thursday, September 12, 2024 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm and 6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Superior Inn Hotel in Thunder Bay,
Ontario. The Notice provided information on the Project purpose, details of the EA/IA, and the contact information of the Project Leads.

Attached File: WSR-Notice of Public Information Centre #3- 2024-07-24.pdf
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Impact Assessment Agency of Canada Federal Government

Contact Date: Sep 09, 2025 12:49 Method: E-mail

Topics to be Discussed: Public Information Center #4

Don Parkinson, Consultation Lead of AtkinsRéalis, emailed the Notice of Public Information Centre #4 (PIC #4) for the Environmental Assessment
Phase of the Webequie Supply Road Project to public and private stakeholders, land tenure and claim holders, federal and provincial agencies,
and other interested parties. Don indicated that a Public Information Centre (PIC) is being held to provide interested parties an opportunity to learn
about the assessment findings in the Draft Environmental Assessment Report/Impact Statement (EAR/IS), planned next steps, and to provide
feedback. The email also informed that the PIC #4 will consist of a presentation followed by an informal drop-in session with display information
about the project. The PIC #4 will be held on Tuesday, September 16, 2025 for Indigenous Off-Reserve Community Members from 2:00pm to
4:00pm and 6:00pm to 8:00pm and Wednesday, September 17, 2025 for Public and Stakeholders from 2:00pm to 4:00pm and 6:00pm to 8:00pm
at the Davinci Center in Thunder Bay, and Monday, September 22, 2025 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm for Indigenous Off-Reserve Community Members
and 6:00pm to 8:00pm for Public and Stakeholders at the Cedar Meadows Resort and Spa in Timmins. The Notice provided information on the
Project purpose, details of the EAR/IS, and the contact information of the Project Leads.

Attached File: WSR-Notice of Public Information Centre 4-2025-09-02.pdf

Printed on January 28, 2026 Page1/2
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Preparation
e Activate your pandemic team if not currently active
e Check the stock of your PPE and order a stockpile. If you require support in ordering, contact
COVID-19RRTSupplies@slfnha.com
e All Nursing Stations should prepare to receive COVID cases
e Prepare assessment centers, quarantine sites and isolation sites
e Identify additional pandemic funding required
Public Health Measures
e Communication to the public on being cautious and maintaining all current practices (physical
distancing, wearing a mask, avoiding crowds, washing your hands frequently, staying home when
you are sick or a close contact)
e Use of medical procedural masks instead of cloth masks
Vaccination
e Increase vaccine uptake of 1%, 2", and 3" doses
e Vaccinate earlier with shortened dose intervals
Travel Restrictions
e Monitor community borders, be prepared to close borders
e Restrict travel to and from First Nation communities - Avoid all non-essential travel to and
from remote First Nation communities.
e Test everyone arriving in community on Day 1 and Day 7
e Travel only for medical
e Seven days quarantine for the unvaccinated, partially vaccinated, and fully vaccinated (2
doses).
e Those who got the third dose/booster shot can self-monitor upon return but should avoid all
gatherings until a negative day seven test.
Gatherings
e Limit gathering size to 10 -for fully vaccinated people
e Recent travelers should not attend gatherings
e |solation facilities prepped and ready to go
Services
e Only essential services opened
e Schools review current pandemic procedures and be prepared to do online learning
e Increase IPAC measures in schools and workplaces
e Sporting event closures
e Maintain mental health services
e Restrict gathering size for Funerals and Weddings especially indoor gatherings
e  Work from home wherever possible
WSR240-REF-0085 NFN-Omicron Guidance Document-2021-12-13
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Activity Date: Dec 20, 2021 13:20
File Name: NFN-Omicron Key Recommendations-2021-12-14.pdf

Activity Method: E-mail

Date Published: Dec 20, 2021 Page: 1 of 1

KEY MESSAGES/RECOMMENDATIONS

Some suggested Recommendations to protect and support the
communities we serve:
Ramp up vaccinations now: Booster very important

e With high transmissibility likely their will be more
hospitalizations and deaths than the system can accommodate
among unvaccinated, high age vaccinated (Elders), Middle aged
vaccinated, immunosuppressed individuals. Need to do third
doses for all. Increase 5 to 11 yr. old vaccination rates.

Communication to the public on being cautious and vigilant
Talks to vaccinate earlier with shortened dose intervals

Restrict travel to and from FN communities - Avoid all non-
essential travel to and from remote First Nation communities

e Travel only for medical

¢ Monitor community borders be prepared to close borders
Test everyone arriving in community on Day 1 and Day 7
Seven days quarantine for the unvaccinated, partially vaccinated,
and fully vaccinated (2 doses).
Those who got the third dose/booster shot can self-monitor upon
return but should avoid all gatherings until a negative day seven
test.

WSR240-REF-0086

Limit gathering size to 10 fully-vaccinated people.
Recent travelers should not attend gatherings.
All FN community pandemic teams activated
All NS prepared to receive COVID cases
Stockpile of PPE at the community level.
Pandemic community funding

Isolation facilities prepped and ready to go
Only essential services opened

Use of medical procedural masks

Schools be prepared to do online learning
Increase IPAC measures

Sporting event closures

Maintain Mental health services

Funerals and Weddings restriction on gathering size.
Indoor gathering restrictions.

— Guidance on funerals

Work from home wherever possible.

NFN-Omicron Key Recommendations-2021-12-14
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Socio-Economic Study Plan
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1. Introduction

The proposed Webequie Supply Road (WSR) is a new all-season road of approximately 107 km in length
from Webequie First Nation to the mineral deposit area near McFaulds Lake (also referred to as the Ring
of Fire). A Location Plan for the Project is shown on Figure 1. The preliminary corridor for the road
consists of a northwest-southeast segment running 51 km from Webequie First Nation to a 56 km
segment running east-west before terminating near McFaulds Lake. A total of 17 km of the corridor is
within Webequie First Nation Reserve lands.

The goals and objectives of the Webequie Supply Road Project are as follows:

»  To facilitate the movement of materials, supplies and people from the Webequie Airport to the
area of existing mineral exploration activities and proposed mine developments in the McFaulds
Lake area;

> To provide employment and other economic development opportunities to WFN community
members and businesses that reside in or around the community’s reserve and traditional
territory, while preserving their language and culture; and

> To provide experience/training opportunities for youth to help encourage pursuit of additional
skills through post-secondary education.

On May 3, 2018, the Ontario Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (then Minister of the
Environment and Climate Change) signed a voluntary agreement with Webequie First Nation to make
the Webequie Supply Road Project subject to an Individual Environmental Assessment under Ontario’s
Environmental Assessment Act. The Project is also subject to meeting the requirements of the federal
Impact Assessment Act. For the purposes of discussion in this study plan, the term “EA / IA or
assessments” is meant to include both the provincial environmental assessment and the federal impact
assessment.

The Socio-Economic Study Plan is being submitted to the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC)
and the Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) requesting that a
coordinated review be undertaken with the objective of providing Webequie with technical guidance in
meeting the requirements of the federal Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines (TISG) for the Project and
to fulfil the commitment as stated in the provincial Terms of Reference (ToR) for the Project, which is
pending approval by Ontario. It should be noted that Ontario’s review of the study plan is preliminary and
secondary to any further review and decisions related to a final and approved ToR.

Socio-Economic Study Plan 1
661910
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2. Socio-Economic Study Plan

The following sections provide a description of the suggested approach to collecting information on
existing socio-economic conditions; assessing socio-economic effects; identifying appropriate mitigation
measures to eliminate or reduce potential effects; identifying “net” effects following mitigation; and
assessing cumulative effects. The planned approach for baseline data collection and the assessment of
the potential impacts of the WSR Project on social and economic components, including that of
Indigenous peoples, is intended to meet the requirements of the TISG (Sections 10, 11, 12.3, 17 and 18)
and, where applicable, the requirements of the MECP.

2.1. Methodology

The purpose of the socio-economic impact assessment (SEIA) is to characterize the manner and extent
to which community socio-economic well-being could be affected (both positively and negatively) as a
result of construction and operation/maintenance of the Webequie Supply Road. The SEIA will be
integrated into the overall provincial and federal EA processes. The steps to be undertaken for this
assessment are described in the following sections.

2.1.1. Indigenous Communities and Municipalities

The SEIA will include the 22 identified Indigenous communities that are to be consulted as part of the EA
process, as shown in Table 1 below. These communities have been identified by MECP and IAAC as
communities whose exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty rights may be adversely affected by the Project
and/or may have interests in the project. Communities marked with an asterisk are those whose
Aboriginal and Treaty rights may be affected by the Project.

WEFN further reviewed the lists of identified communities and assessed them based on the following
criteria:

Geographically closer to the project area than others;

Known to have traditionally used some of the potentially affected lands in the past, or currently;
Downstream of the Project and may experience impacts as a result of effects to waterways;
Considered to have closer familial/clan connections to the members of WFN; and/or

Have been involved in all-season road planning in the Region, either directly with the WEN, or in
consideration of all-season road planning that the WFN has been involved with in recent years.

Based on these factors, the 8 communities identified by Webequie will be offered the deepest or intensive
consultation/engagement; this means that there will be 3 visits to these communities, with 2 visits to the
remaining 14 communities and groups. However, where other communities may request more visits, this
will be provided. Though technically not part of the SEIA, information garnered through this
consultation/engagement process for the EA will be used to inform the SEIA where applicable.

Socio-Economic Study Plan 3
661910

Printed on July 24, 2025



) recivous  Webequie Supply Road Project Consultation Log

File Name: Web-WSR Socio-Economic Study Plan-2022-04-22.pdf Date Published: Apr 22, 2022

Page: 6 of 34

%)
SNC-LAVALIN

Table 1: Indigenous Communities to be Consulted and Included in the SEIA

. . Identified by Identified by -
Indigenous Community WEN MECP Identified by IAAC

Webequie First Nation v v'* v*
Aroland First Nation v'* v*
Attawapiskat First Nation v v'* v
Constance Lake First Nation v'* v
Eabametoong First Nation v v v'*
Fort Albany First Nation v'* v
Ginoogaming First Nation v v
Kasabonika Lake First Nation 4 4 v'*
Kaschechewan First Nation v* v
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug v'* v
Kingfisher Lake First Nation vE

Long Lake #58 First Nation v v
Marten Falls First Nation v v'* v*
Mishkeegogamang First Nation v

Neskantaga First Nation v v v
Nibinamik First Nation v v v
North Caribou Lake First Nation v

Wapekeka First Nation v'*

Wawakapewin First Nation v

Weenusk (Peawanuck) First Nation v v'* v*
Wunnumin Lake First Nation v

Metis Nation of Ontario — Region 2 v

* Communities marked with an asterisk are those whose Aboriginal and Treaty rights may be affected by the Project.

As noted in the ToR, municipalities to be included in the assessment were identified based on their
proximity to the proposed Webequie Supply Road, and include:

> City of Thunder Bay

> Municipality of Greenstone

> Township of Pickle Lake

> City of Timmins

> Municipality of Sioux Lookout

As noted in IAAC’s Public Participation Plan dated February 24, 2020 the following public and
stakeholders will be engaged:

General public (individual residents)
Canada Chrome Corporation

Canadian Environmental Law Association
City of Thunder Bay

Geraldton Chamber of Commerce
Leuenberger Air Service

Longlac Chamber of Commerce

Mining Watch

Socio-Economic Study Plan 4
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Municipality of Greenstone

Municipality of Sioux Lookout

Mushkegowuk Council

Noront Resources Ltd.

Osgoode Hall Law School’s Environmental Justice and Sustainability Clinic
Township of Pickle Lake

Wilderness North

Wildlife Conservation Society

Comments received from these participants during consultation activities will be addressed and included
in the assessment as part of the Record of Consultation (RoC). Again, though technically not part of the
SEIA, information garnered through the consultation/engagement process for the EA with the public and
stakeholders and Indigenous communities will be used to inform the SEIA where applicable.

2.1.2. Spatial and Temporal Boundaries

Spatial Boundaries

Spatial boundaries define the geographic extent within which the potential environmental effects of the
Project are considered. As such, these spatial boundaries define the study areas for the effects
assessment. Spatial boundaries are to be established for the EA / IA and will vary depending on the
valued component and will be considered separately for each. The spatial boundaries to be used in the
assessment will be refined and validated through input from federal and provincial departments and
ministries, Indigenous groups, the public and other interested parties.

Spatial boundaries for the SEIA will be defined by taking into account the appropriate scale and spatial
extent of potential socio-economic effects of the Project; community identified concerns and Indigenous
Knowledge; and exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty rights.

At this stage, spatial boundaries proposed for the socio-economic effects assessment consist of three (3)
study areas to capture the potential direct and indirect effects of the Project.

> Project Footprint (PF) - is the area of direct disturbance (i.e., the physical area required for
Project construction and operation). The PF is defined as the Webequie Supply Road Right-of-
Way of 35 metres in width to be selected through the evaluation of route Alternative 1 and
Alternative 2; and temporary or permanent areas needed to support the Project that include
laydown yards, storage yards, construction camps, access roads and aggregate extraction sites.

> Local Study Area (LSA) —is the area where largely direct, and indirect effects of the Project are
likely to occur. The LSA is divided into two (2) sub-categories which reflect the differences
between the criteria (or valued components) and indicators for the socio-economic environment
that have been identified in Section 2.2 of this Study Plan.

o The proposed LSA for Population and Demographics, Community Services and
Infrastructure and Local and Regional Economy is defined as Webequie First Nation
and those communities who have asserted shared territory with Webequie and/or who
may experience the greatest potential effects of the Project. Listed below are First Nation
communities included in the LSA (by distance from Alternative Routes 1 and 2 and
supportive infrastructure):

Socio-Economic Study Plan 5
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= Webequie First Nation

= Marten Falls First Nation

= Nibinamik First Nation

= Neskantanga First Nation

= Kasabonika Lake First Nation
= Eabametoong First Nation

= Attawapiskat First Nation

= Weenusk First Nation

o The LSA for Land and Resource Use (land use compatibility, recreation and
tourism, provincial parks and protected areas) is proposed to correspond to the
outermost boundaries of the combined LSAs for the fish and fish habitat, surface water,
vegetation, general wildlife, and air quality valued components. It is defined as a 1 km
buffer from either side of the centreline of the supply road Alternative 1 and Alternative 2,
and 500 m from supportive infrastructure (camps, aggregate/rock source areas, access
roads).

Regional Study Area (RSA) — is the area where potential, largely indirect and cumulative effects
of the Project in the broader, regional context may occur. Similar to the LSA, the RSA is divided
into two (2) sub-categories which reflect the differences between the criteria and indicators for
the socio-economic environment that have been identified in Section 2.2 of this Study Plan.

o The RSA for Population and Demographics, Community Services and
Infrastructure, and Local and Regional Economy encompasses the area outside of
the LSA used to measure broader-scale existing socio-economic conditions and effects
that may occur in a regional context. The proposed RSA consist of the 14 remaining First
Nations as identified by the Crown (Canada/Ontario) for engagement and consultation
that are located within the regional unorganized districts of Cochrane, Kenora and
Thunder Bay; and the surrounding nearby townships and cities/municipalities (i.e., City
of Thunder Bay, Municipality of Greenstone, Township of Pickle Lake, Municipality of
Sioux Lookout). The RSA for Government Finances- an Indicator for the Local and
Regional Economy VC, as documented in Section 2.2 - will be extended to encompass
the Province of Ontario, ensuring consideration of provincial expenditures, taxation and
revenue.

o The RSA for Land and Resource Use (e.g., land use compatibility, recreation and
tourism, provincial parks and protected areas) corresponds to the outermost
boundaries of the combined RSAs for fish and fish habitat, surface water, vegetation,
and general wildlife valued components given that these components may be relied on
by Indigenous peoples or others for land and resource use. The RSA is the combined
area of the quaternary watersheds crossed by route Alternative 1 and Alternative 2.

The study areas were selected to characterize existing environmental conditions and predict the direct
and indirect changes from the Project on the valued components of the socio-economic environment on
a continuum of increasing spatial scales from the Project Footprint to broader, regional levels. The
preliminary selection of study areas also considered the socio-economic valued components and related
indicators for evaluation.

Socio-Economic Study Plan 6
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In establishing the LSA and RSA, consideration was given to the extent to which the project potentially
affects socio-economic valued components during each phase (construction and operation and
maintenance) of the Project. Understanding the various aspects of the Project that affect these interests
will be based on analysis of the socio-economic criteria listed in Section 2.2 once validated by Indigenous
communities, the public and stakeholders. The Project Team will consult and engage with Indigenous
communities and the public to determine and finalize the appropriate LSA and RSA for the socio-
economic environment.

The collection of socio-economic baseline data and effects assessment relative to the spatial boundaries
will focus on the set of supply road alternatives within the preliminary proposed 2 km wide corridor, as
identified in the federal Impact Assessment Detailed Project Description (November 2019) and the
provincial Environmental Assessment Terms of Reference (August 2020). The alternatives include the
Webequie First Nation community’s preferred route (referred to as Alternative 1) along the centreline of
an approximately 2 km wide preliminary proposed corridor, and the soil and terrain route (referred to as
Alternative 2) within the same corridor. The route alternatives are shown in Figure 2 with the LSA and
RSA boundaries for each route alternative combined to reflect the socio-economic study area for the
Project. At this stage of the EA / IA process, the supportive infrastructure components have yet to be
determined and will be included in the Environmental Assessment Report / Impact Statement. While most
of the Project components are expected to be located within the preliminary proposed 2 km wide corridor,
benefits (e.g., reduced environmental disturbance, avoidance of sensitive features, concerns received
through consultation) for locating Project components on lands outside this 2 km wide area may become
known during the EA/ IA process. If the need to locate Project components outside the 2 km wide area is
determined to be required, or of benefit to the Project, the study area may be adjusted.

Socio-Economic Study Plan 7
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Temporal Boundaries

Implementation of the Project will occur in phases, which are temporal boundaries that establish a
timeframe for consideration of baseline information and potential effects of the Project. The Project is
planned to occur in two main phases as described below:

> Construction Phase: All the activities for development of the road and supportive infrastructure
from the start of construction to the start of operation and maintenance of the WSR (estimated
3-6 years); and

> Operations Phase: All activities for operation and maintenance of the road and any permanent
supportive infrastructure (e.g., maintenance yard, aggregate pit/quarry) that will start after
construction (75-year period is used for assessment).

The Project is proposed to be operated for an indeterminate time period; therefore, retirement
(decommissioning/abandonment/closure) is not anticipated and will not be considered in the EA/IA. The
final temporal boundaries to be used for assessment will be based on regulatory agency guidance,
professional judgement and input received through the consultation process for the Project.

2.1.3. Gender Based Analysis Plus (GBA+)

Gender Based Analysis Plus or GBA+ is a required analytical approach for any projects operating under
Section 22 of the IAA and will need to be applied to the WSR SEIA. GBA+ is a required approach given
the recognition that historical and current power structures (e.g., laws, policies, governments and other
institutions) have shaped society and created inequalities. This is especially important with respect to
legacies of colonialism and the impacts on Indigenous peoples and in particular, Indigenous women.
Today, there is an epidemic of violence against Indigenous women and girls, where violence-related
deaths among Indigenous women is five times higher than the national average for Canadian women
(Kuokkanen 2011 cited in Bond and Quinlan 2018 p. 24), and the severity of this issue is often
exacerbated by the presence of industrial projects near Indigenous communities (Bond and Quinlan 2018
p. 23). Indigenous women are also less likely to benefit from employment opportunities associated with
resource development projects (Dalseg 2018).

In the context of EA / IA, GBA+ is a means to understand and assess how potential project effects could
disproportionately impact more vulnerable groups including women, youth, two-spirited and gender
diverse persons, and Elders. It is particularly important to consider how the impacts, benefits, and risks
of a project could be unequally distributed across different sub-groups within a community. From there,
more plans and mechanisms can be put in place to avoid and/or mitigate the disproportionate effects on
these sub-groups.

GBA+ is not a method unto itself, but an approach that is associated with a variety of standard quantitative
and qualitative data collection tools. Details regarding how GBA+ will be applied to baseline information
collection and the effects assessment are detailed in the respective sections of this study plan.
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2.2. Criteria and Indicators

Valued components are human and physical aspects of the environment that people consider important
from Indigenous, public, or scientific perspectives, therefore warranting detailed consideration in an EA /
IA (Noble, 2015, p.105). The assessment will focus on valued components that have physical, biological,
social, economic, cultural, and health importance to Indigenous groups, public, federal and provincial
authorities and interested parties, and have the potential for change as a result of the Project. Socio-
economic valued components have been identified in the federal WSR TISG and WSR ToR and are, in
part, based on what Indigenous communities and groups, the public and stakeholders identify as
important to them in the EA process to date for the WSR Project.

Preliminary socio-economic criteria and indicators were also identified to evaluate and measure the
potential effects of the WSR Project. The SEIA will examine social and economic effects, including
potential changes to social and/or economic conditions based on the indicators, and the positive and
negative consequences of these changes.

Table 2 below presents a preliminary list of criteria and indicators and reflects input received during the
WSR engagement and consultation activities undertaken to date, such as input into the WSR TISG and
WSR ToR. Indicators for which GBA+ will be applied are also identified in this table. Indigenous
communities, groups and the public will be consulted and will have the opportunity to provide input and
feedback to help further refine the criteria and indicators. A comprehensive list is to be determined as
part of the EA process and will be documented in the Environmental Assessment Report/Impact
Statement (EAR/IS). The table includes a preliminary list of sources that have been or will be used in
collecting baseline information for that particular socio-economic criterion. Note that the list of sources
listed in the table is not exhaustive; this list will be provided in the EAR/IS once baseline information
collection is complete.
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Table 2: Socio-Economic Criteria and Indicators

Domain Criteria/Valued Indicator
Component

12021 Census data to be added once available.
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Domain Criteria/Valued Indicator Sources
Component
Community Services Housing and e Demand for permanent e Consultation and engagement activities
and Infrastructure Accommodations and and/or temporary e Indigenous Knowledge and IKLU studies
housing e Key informant interviews
. Housing_gosts and e Socio-economic surveys
affordability o Statistics Canada Census Community Profiles and National

o Average housing cost Household Survey
o Average rent e Municipal and provincial government websites
e Change to number of o Stakeholder engagement
people living in a home e Local Business operators and service providers
L]

Supply of housing Academic literature
o Total number of new

housing starts and
completions
e Quality of housing

Links to other VCs may include:
e Population and Demographics

e Social and Infrastructure Services
e Transportation

e Community Well-Being and Safety
e Land Use Compatibility

e Regional and Local Economy

e Human Health
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Domain

Criteria/Valued
Component
Social and Infrastructure
Services

o Education
Childcare

Water

Waste

Energy
Communications

o O O O

Indicator

Demand for community
services and/or
infrastructure

Supply and capacity of
community services and/or
infrastructure

Sources

e Consultation and engagement activities
e Indigenous Knowledge and IKLU studies
e Key informant interviews
e Socio-economic surveys
L]

Municipal, provincial and Indigenous government websites,

plans and reports
e Local service providers
e Industry reports
e Academic literature

Links to other VCs may include:
Population and Demographics
Housing and Accommodations
Transportation
Community Well-Being and Safety
Land Use Compatibility
Regional and Local Economy

Transportation

Road Transportation

o Change in traffic
volume (autos, trucks)
on existing road
connection (winter) to
provincial road
network

o Changein
opportunities for travel
and road use

Air Transportation

o Demand for air and
shipping services

L]

L]

L]

L]

L]

L]

e Human Health
e Consultation and engagement activities
e Indigenous Knowledge and IKLU studies
e Key informant interviews

e Socio-economic surveys

e Local service providers (i.e., winter road)
e Industry reports

e Academic literature

Links to other VCs may include:

e Population and Demographics

e Housing and Accommodations

e Social and Infrastructure Services

e Community Well-Being and Safety
e Land Use Compatibility
e Recreation and Tourism

Socio-Economic Study Plan
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Domain Criteria/Valued Indicator Sources
Component

Regional and Local Economy

Human Health

Indigenous Current and Historical Use of Lands and
Resources for Traditional Purposes

Indigenous Relationships to Traditional Lands and Resources
Cultural Continui

Land and Resource Land Use Compatibility e Compatibility with existing | e Consultation and engagement activities
Use (non-indigenous) and proposed land uses e Key informant interviews
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Domain Criteria/Valued Indicator Sources
Component

e Spatial data on existing planned land uses

e Land use plans (municipal, provincial and federal) - Provincial
Policy Statement 2020 (Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing 2020); and Growth Plan for Northern Ontario
(Ministry of Northern

e Development, Mines and Forestry 2011)

o Community-based land use planning

Links to other VCs may include:

e Housing and Accommodations

e Social and Infrastructure Services

e Transportation

e Recreation and Tourism

e Provincial Parks and Protected Areas

e Regional and Local Economy

e Indigenous Current and Historical Use of Lands and

Resources for Traditional Purposes

e Indigenous Relationships to Traditional Lands and Resources
e Cultural Continuity

Recreation and Tourism e Location/number/type of e Consultation and engagement activities
L]
L]

(camps, trails, waterways, activities or users Indigenous Knowledge and IKLU studies
etc.) e Land and waterway Business Operators
disruption and access
e Resource availability of Links to other VCs may include:
select species (fish, e Transportation

wildlife) or their habitat e Land Use Compatibility

e Provincial Parks and Protected Areas

e Regional and Local Economy

e Indigenous Current and Historical Use of Lands and
Resources for Traditional Purposes

Indigenous Relationships to Traditional Lands and Resources
e Cultural Continuity
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Domain

Criteria/Valued
Component

Indicator

W

Sources

Provincial Parks and Total number and total e Consultation and engagement activities
Protected Areas (Areas of disturbed area (ha) of e Indigenous Knowledge and IKLU studies
Natural and Scientific Provincial Parks and o MNRF website
Interest, Conservation Protected Areas e Business Operators
Reserves) o Desktop studies
Links to other VCs may include:
e Land Use Compatibility
e Recreation and Tourism
« Regional and Local Economy
e Indigenous Current and Historical Use of Lands and
Resources for Traditional Purposes
e Indigenous Relationships to Traditional Lands and Resources
e Cultural Continuity
Economic Regional and Local Economic and e Consultation and engagement activities
Economy Procurement Opportunities | ¢  Indigenous Knowledge and IKLU studies
o Business opportunities [ ¢  Statistics Canada information on economic sectors
o Regional economic « Provincial and regional economic development reports
activity e Business Operators
o Change in output/ e First Nations employment skills inventory
GDP value-added o  First Nations business inventory
o Value of PFOCU’eme"‘ e Municipal, provincial and Indigenous government websites
Labggfggz;'t':: d . Muni_cip_al plans and reports on eco_nomic development
e Provincial plans and reports on regional sector development
ST A e Local service providers such as infrastructure and utility
o Employment/ job .
opportunities prov_lders .
o Employment and e Regional tourism reports
unemployment rates . Indu_st_ry reports (s:'.g., mining and fc_Jres_try) :
o Labour force . Mun_ncnpal and _Indlgenous community financial statements
participation rate e Socio-economic surveys
o Labour income e Focus groups
o Training opportunities | ©  Key informant interviews
e Spatial Data on existing mining and aggregate areas
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Domain Criteria/Valued Indicator Sources
Component

2 Note: The RSA for Government Finances will be extended to encompass the Province of Ontario, ensuring consideration of provincial expenditures,
taxation and revenue.
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2.3. Collection of Baseline Information

Collection of socio-economic baseline information will involve a mixed methods approach. Mixed methods
refer to a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods and associated data collection tools. By
combining these methods, a better understanding of issues and complex phenomena can be developed
than by either method alone (Creswell and Clark 2007). This is because quantitative and qualitative
methods serve different study purposes and are designed to address different types of research questions
and information needs. The quantitative approach allows the Project Team to collect information at a
broader scale, on a wide range and number of indicators. The qualitative approach complements the
quantitative approach as its purpose is to understand particular topics more in-depth from the perspective
of lived experience, and the meanings attached to that experience (Winchester and Rofe, 2016). For the
qualitative approach, the Project Team and community facilitators will pose guiding, open-ended
guestions to a small number of knowledgeable, informed, and diverse participants.

Socio-economic baseline information will also be collected through both primary and secondary
information sources. Gaps found in secondary information have been used to inform the primary
information needs of the Project.

2.3.1. Secondary Information

A desktop review of published social and economic data was conducted for the 22 Indigenous
communities/groups potentially impacted by the WSR as well as the municipalities (public). While only
secondary information is being collected for the municipalities, both primary and secondary information
will be collected for the 22 potentially impacted Indigenous communities/groups. The review included a
search of government websites (such as Statistics Canada 2016 Census Profiles, First Nations
Community Profiles, Indigenous Services Canada), Indigenous community websites, municipal websites,
local and provincial police and emergency service websites, municipal economic development plans and
other open-source data to identify community demographics, infrastructure, economic development,
social services, safety, housing, etc. In addition, the following WFN community documents were obtained
from the community and reviewed:

> Webequie First Nation Draft Comprehensive Community Plan (2021).

> Webequie First Nation Community Based Land Use Plan. 3 V 4.3. 4 “Webequie Anishininniwuk
Ahki Ohnahchiikaywin”. Prepared by WFN. 2019. (WFN, 2019a).

> Webequie First Nation On-Reserve Land Use Plan. Dated May 31, 2019. (WFN, 2019b).

> Webequie First Nation Community Well-Being Baseline Study Summary- Summary Report 2.
June 2014.

> Webequie First Nation Housing Assessment. n.d.

Similar documents from other potentially impacted communities will be requested and reviewed where
permitted. Where sources provide disaggregated data based on subgroups (i.e. male and female
statistics, age, etc.), this data will be used in the baseline to characterize the sub-groups and to support
the gender-based analysis plus (GBA+) framework.
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2.3.2.  Primary Information

Community Socio-Economic Surveys

Socio-economic surveys are proposed to be administered to 22 potentially impacted Indigenous
communities and groups. These surveys will be administered through a combination of in-person and
online methods, including at community meetings, frequently visited locations within the community (e.g.
a store and band office), and/or through the use of Survey Monkey, an online survey tool. The Project
Team will engage with Indigenous communities to determine the appropriate approach to deliver the
socio-economic survey, and this will also depend on the intensity/depth of consultation required. While a
high response rate will aim to be achieved, this will at least partially depend on the administration
method(s) used.® The administration method will vary according to community. The 8 Indigenous
communities in the Local Study Area (refer to section 2.1.2) will receive a more intensive effort to
participate in completing the survey and will include use of in-person trained survey administrators or
community coordinators, as well as the online survey tool.

The other communities and groups located within the Regional Study Area will be provided with the
survey at community consultation events and online. Administration methods may also depend on
capacity, protocols, and factors such as COVID-19 restrictions in place. In order to undertake a GBA+
approach, the aim will be to achieve a diversity of responses from different sub-groups within the
communities including women, men, youth, and Elders.

The surveys will include questions about demographics (age, gender, income, education, employment),
housing, social services, safety, and social cohesion. The questions developed are based on the criteria
and indicators for the WSR Project. All Indigenous communities will be notified about the survey via
email/letter and they are also being made aware of the socio-economic survey through radio call-in shows
and livestream sessions broadcast to all communities. A link to Survey Monkey will also be posted on
community social media sites, with permission.

The survey will be written in plain-language and pilot tested to improve the validity and reliability of the
data collection instrument. It will also be translated to Oji-Cree and/or Cree with the aid of a translator
iffwhen it is being administered in person. The survey will include a guide with directions and explanations
of the questions, and this will also be provided to any in-person survey administrators through a short
training program. Information provided in the surveys will be anonymous and confidential and used solely
for the purposes of the Project.

Survey statistics will be analyzed using Survey Monkey with further rigour added to the analytical process
if needed through exporting results to Excel and applying Chi-square tests to the data*. Analysis to be
undertaken will be based on criteria and indicators in Table 2.0. Data will be disaggregated by gender
and age in order to address GBA+ requirements (see Table 2.0 for indicators where GBA+ will be
applied). Survey findings will be available for viewing and feedback as part of community engagement
activities on the draft baseline report.

3 Certain administration methods would be expected to achieve higher response rates, such as in-person surveys
(Gillham, 2008), but this also depends on other factors (de Vaus, 2014).

4 The Chi-square test measures the relationship, or lack thereof, between variables. The test compares the pattern
of observed responses against what we would expect to see if there was no relationship between the variables
(Statistics Solutions, 2021). This test measures how likely the relationship is to be a result of chance (Gillham,
2008).
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Focus Groups

Four focus groups will be conducted for each of the 8 communities who are potentially more socially and
economically impacted by the Webequie Supply Road Project (see Table 1 and section 2.1.2). Focus
groups allow for a richer and more in-depth understanding of experiences and issues to emerge based
on differences within the communities. In contrast to the questionnaire surveys, participants will have an
opportunity to talk at length about issues to facilitate greater understanding and contextual insights. In
addition, participant interactions within focus groups produce a synergistic effect, which can generate a
significant amount of information compared to interviews alone (Stewart, Shamdasani, and Rook, 2007;
Berg, 1989 cited in Hay, 2016). As such, there will be four focus groups undertaken with adult women
(mothers and non-mothers), Elders, and male and female youth. These will be undertaken with the goal
of understanding the power disparities, inequalities, and vulnerabilities that are likely to exist in
communities where industrial projects have the potential to exacerbate these vulnerabilities (Bond and
Quinlan 2018 p. 23). The topics to be explored through these focus groups include the following, and are
based on TISG requirements, with targeted focus groups to be conducted for each topic identified in
brackets):

>  Experiences with development and aspirations for, as well as concerns about development (all);

> Access, ownership and control of resources e.g. financial, information (women);

> Education and training needs and interests (all);

> Employment opportunities and barriers (women and youth);

> Safety and experiences of gender-based violence®; concerns about violence® in relation to the
Project or future mining development (women, female Elders, and female youth);

> Transportation and mobility (all);

> Access to emergency and support services and networks (all).

For certain topics, particularly those that are more sensitive and where participants may be hesitant to
disclose information about themselves, fictional examples may be introduced that participants can
respond to (see for example Goss and Leinbach, 1996). Focus groups will aim to comprise 6-10
participants each (see Cameron, 2016) and take approximately 2-3 hours to complete. Participants will
be recruited through the Webequie Project Team (for WFN) and/or other community gatekeepers who
can help to identify potential participants. Cultural protocols will be followed (e.g. prayers and smudging),
where requested. For the focus groups with Indigenous women and female youth, it would be ideal to
have a trained female Indigenous facilitator who the participants may be familiar with and who they trust.
In addition, it will most likely be necessary to have these focus groups carried out in-person (as opposed
to virtually), though this will depend on provincial and community COVID-19 restrictions in place, as well
as participant preferences and comfort levels. Focus groups will be recorded either by audio/video
recording and also have a notetaker present. Focus group information will be organized and analysed
with the aid of the NVivo qualitative software package that allows for systematic thematic analysis of large
amounts of text-based information. Copies of transcripts and/or findings will be provided to focus group
participants for validation and feedback.

5 Given the nature and importance of this topic, it may be necessary to have focus groups entirely dedicated to
these issues.

6 Violence may be understood and interpreted in various forms, and this will also be dependent on participant
constructions of violence. However, given the context of impact assessment and future industrial camps and
possible mining activities in proximity to communities, particularly WFN, violence and vulnerabilities to Indigenous
women and children may be in terms of sexual harassment and assault; domestic violence; sex trade and sex
trafficking; and sexually transmitted infections among other issues.
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Key Informant Interviews

Key informant interviews will be conducted with individuals who have special knowledge or information
to contribute to the Webequie Supply Road socio-economic baseline study. This special knowledge
includes (for example) community infrastructure capacity and service availability and needs, history with
developers, economic development aims, Indigenous owned businesses, housing supply and demand,
and crime rates. Key informants will be asked questions that also speak to the issues and needs of
vulnerable sub-groups such as women, youth, and Elders. Key informants could include Chiefs,
Councillors, band administration staff, and social service providers who will be interviewed either by
telephone, videoconference, or during in-person consultation and engagement activities. A preliminary
list of potential key informants will be drafted, but the Project Team will also work with Chief and Council
as well as gatekeepers in the Indigenous communities to identify and confirm key informants to participate
in the interviews. Interviews will be recorded electronically to assist in the preparation of transcripts and
findings will be organized thematically. All information collected will be subject to OCAP © (ownership,
control, access, and possession principles) (The First Nations Information Governance Centre 2021).
Copies of transcripts and/or findings will be provided to interview participants for validation and feedback.

2.4. Effects Assessment Approach

The approach for the assessment has been developed to satisfy regulatory requirements under the
Environmental Assessment Act and is based on the MECP Code of Practice: Preparing and Reviewing
Terms of Reference for Environmental Assessments in Ontario (MOECC 2014), and the approved Terms
of Reference for the Project (MECP notice of approval dated October 8, 2021). The approach for the
assessment has also been developed to meet the requirements of the federal TISG and specifically
Section 13 — Effects Assessment.

2.4.1. Consideration and Evaluation of Alternatives

The assessment process requires that two types of project alternatives be considered: “alternatives to”
the Undertaking (i.e., functionally different ways of addressing an identified problem or opportunity to
arrive at the preferred planning solution) and “alternative methods” of carrying out the Undertaking
(options for implementing the preferred planning solution). The consideration and evaluation of
alternatives to the Undertaking were documented in the federal Impact Assessment Detailed Project
Description (November 2019) and the provincial Environmental Assessment Terms of Reference (August
2020) and concluded that developing a new all-season road between Webequie and the McFaulds Lake
area is the preferred alternative. This analysis and conclusion are not proposed to be re-examined as
part of the assessment process but will be documented in the EAR/IS. Therefore, in keeping with the
focused approach the preferred planning alternative (developing a new all-season road) has been carried
forward to the initial consideration of alternative methods of carrying out the Undertaking.

The consideration of alternatives methods will focus on the supply road alternatives within the proposed
preliminary corridor. These alternatives include the Webequie First Nation community’s preferred route
(referred to as Alternative 1) for the supply road along the centreline of an approximately 2 km wide
preliminary preferred corridor and the optimal geotechnical route (referred to as Alternative 2) within the
same corridor (Refer to Figure 2).

In addition, the following alternative methods related to supportive infrastructure and the preferred supply
route will be examined.
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> Alternative sites for temporary and/or permanent aggregate extraction pits and production
facilities needed for construction and operation of the road, including access roads to these sites;

> Alternative sites for supportive infrastructure (i.e., temporary laydown and storage areas,
construction camps, including access roads to these areas);

> Watercourse crossing structure types (i.e., culverts, bridges), span length, lifecycle, and
construction staging methods at waterbody crossings;

> Road attributes, including roadbed foundation; horizontal alignment, vertical alignment
(elevation/profile), and adjustments to the cross-section and right-of-way (ROW) width of the
corridor.

The assessment of alternatives will include socio-economic criteria and indicators for the comparative
analysis. As noted previously the criteria and indicators will be developed in detail as part of the
assessment process through input from the engagement and consultation activities with Indigenous
communities, the public and stakeholders. Both a quantitative and/or qualitative assessment of
alternatives for each criterion will be conducted to allow for a comparison of the advantages and
disadvantages and selection of a preliminary recommended route for the WSR and the sites/access
routes for supportive infrastructure.

2.4.2. Assessment of Net Effects

A step-wise process will be used to assess the environmental effects of the Project in a systematic and
transparent manner once the relevant project elements and activities and their interactions, assessment
boundaries, and relevant environmental criteria and indicators are identified and finalized through the
engagement and consultation process. The net effects assessment method will include the following
primary steps:

> Identification of potential effects;

> ldentification of technically and economically feasible mitigation measures;

> Prediction of net effects following implementation of mitigation measures; and

> Evaluation of the predicted net effects (i.e., describe and determine the magnitude, duration,
extent, frequency, and significance of the predicted net effects).

2.4.2.1. Identification of Potential Socio-Economic Effects

The net effects assessment will consider the potential interactions between the project components and
activities (the ‘triggers’) and the criteria within the identified spatial boundaries and phases of the Project
(i.e., construction and operation). Potential effects of the Project on valued components and criteria will
be determined by comparing baseline conditions to those expected to result from the construction and
operation and maintenance of the Project. Potential effects will be described for each assessment
criterion, including an indication of whether they are expected to be direct (i.e., as a result of a project
component or activity affecting a valued component), or indirect (i.e., as a result of a change to one valued
component affecting another valued component). Relevant project activities will be analysed individually
to determine if there is a plausible pathway for an effect on valued components.

Potential socio-economic effects will be identified through a pathways of effects analysis. Potential
Project-socio-economic interactions will be identified through a review of the Project Description and
existing socio-economic conditions, as characterized by social surveys, focus groups, key informant
interviews, consultation and engagement activities, public and stakeholder input, local knowledge, and
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desktop research. The pathways of effects analysis will also take into consideration existing
literature/case studies of similar types of projects. This review focuses on the possible interactions
between the socio-economic criteria and the Project within the study areas. Associated Project works
and activities will be assessed to determine potential effects on the criteria during Project construction
and operation. This could take the form of a Multiple Account Benefit-Cost Analysis (MABCA) (Shaffer,
2010) with the use of flow diagrams, scenarios, and cause-effect matrices (Mackenzie Valley
Environmental Impact Review Board, 2007).

Effects to the social and economic valued components indicators as a result of the Project will consider
the specific items contained in Sections 17 and 18 of the TISG.

Application of GBA+ to Identification of Socio-Economic Effects

A GBA+ lens will be applied to identification of effects due to the Project using a pathways approach
based on what is known about the Project, existing socio-economic conditions disaggregated by gender
and age, engagement and consultation activities, as well as literature that identifies GBA+ effects based
on similar types of projects, and the potential for disproportionately adverse effects on women, Elders,
and/or youth. The identification of possible positive impacts on women, Elders, and youth will also be
important.

2.4.2.2. ldentification of Mitigation Measures

Once potential effects are identified, technically and economically feasible mitigation measures to avoid
and minimize potential adverse effects will be identified for each phase of the Project. Design
considerations and mitigation measures will be identified to offset, eliminate, or avoid potential adverse
effects and will be described in the EAR/IS. Refinements to these measures may also be made in the
future detail design phase of the Project. Mitigation measures will be developed for the Project based on:

> Knowledge and experience of the Project Team with linear infrastructure developments;

> Industry best management practices and applicable agency requirements and guidance; and

> Measures identified by Indigenous communities, the public and stakeholders through feedback
received as part of the engagement and consultation program.

It is understood that mitigation measures may not always be fully effective, therefore, WFN will identify a
compliance monitoring and effects monitoring program as part of the EA for implementation during the
project phases (refer to Section 2.3.2.6).

Application of GBA+ to Identification of Mitigation Measures

Mitigation in the context of GBA+ asks the questions: how can we avoid or limit potential adverse impacts,
and reduce the potential risks posed by the Project for vulnerable sub-groups? At the same time, how
can we enhance the potential benefits for vulnerable sub-groups? Mitigation options will be proposed and
explored in consultation with GBA+ socioeconomic study participants and through consultation and
engagement activities. At a minimum, the TISG (Section 3.3) requires the following with respect to
diversity and inclusion:

> Plans to encourage the recruitment, development and retention of underrepresented groups in
the Project (e.g., set targets for employment for specific groups);
> Diversity and inclusion workforce development plans (e.g., youth with substance use programs);
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> Opportunities for diverse groups of women, and underrepresented groups, to be employed in
higher-skilled jobs through provision of on-the-job training (e.g., surveyors, road safety auditors,
and heavy equipment operators);

> Workplace policies and programs, including codes of conduct, workplace safety programs and
cultural training programs;

> New or expanded social or emergency services, facilities or infrastructure.

2.4.2.3. Prediction of Net Effects

A net effect, or the alternative term residual effect, is considered an environmental (biophysical), social,
economic or health effect from the Project and its related activities that is predicted to remain after the
implementation of mitigation measures. A potential socio-economic effect is considered to occur where
anticipated future conditions resulting from the Project differ from the conditions otherwise expected from
natural change without the Project. In some situations, the recommended mitigation measures will
eliminate a potential adverse effect, while in other situations mitigation measures may reduce, but not
eliminate the effect. Mitigation measures may also enhance positive effects. A potential effect that will be
eliminated, or considered unlikely after mitigation measures, will be identified as not resulting in a net
effect (i.e., no net effect) and will not be considered further in the net effects assessment. An effect that
may remain after the application of mitigation measures will be identified as a net effect and will be further
considered in the effects assessment. Positive effects will also be considered further in the effects
assessment, including means of enhancing benefits of the Project. Neutral changes will not be carried
forward for the characterization of net effects, but where identified will be characterized in terms of the
confidence in the predictions and the likelihood of the effect.

2.4.2.4. Characterizing the Net Effects

The characterization of net effects will provide the foundation for determining the significance of
incremental and cumulative effects from the Project for each assessment criterion. The objective of the
method is to identify and predict net adverse and positive effects that have sufficient magnitude, duration,
and geographic extent to cause fundamental changes to the self-sustainability or function of a valued
component, and therefore, result in significant combined effects.

The magnitude of the potential effect will be qualitatively and quantitively assessed by inferring the
anticipated changes relative to baseline conditions using the identified preliminary socio-economic criteria
and indicators. In general, the magnitude is the intensity of the effect or a measure of the degree of
change from existing conditions and will be defined by each discipline assessment. If a significant effect
is identified, the contribution of the Project to the combined effect will be described. The assessment of
significance of the net effects of the Project on the social and economic valued components will be
informed by the interaction between significance factors (as defined below), in addition to those concerns
raised by Indigenous groups, interested agencies, stakeholders, and the public during the consultation
and engagement for the EA. Therefore, predicted net effects, where identified, will be described in terms
of the following significance factors (MNRF, 2003), with integration of the assessment methodology
identified in the federal TISG, as required.

> Direction - The direction of change in effect relative to the current value, state or condition,
described in terms of Positive, Neutral, or Negative.

> Magnitude - The measure of the degree of change from existing (baseline) conditions predicted
to occur in the criterion.
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> Geographic Extent - The spatial extent of which an effect is expected to occur/can be detected
and described in terms of the PF, LSA and RSA.

> Severity - The level of damage to the valued component from the effect that can reasonably be
expected; typically measured as the degree of destruction or degradation within the spatial area
of the PF, LSA and RSA. Severity would be characterized as: Extreme; Serious, Moderate or
Slight.

> Duration/Reversibility - Duration is the period of time over which the effect will be present
between the start and end of an activity or stressor, plus the time required for the effect to be
reversed. Duration and reversibility are functions of the length of time a valued component is
exposed to activities. Reversibility is an indicator of the degree to which potential effects can be
reversed and the valued component restored at a future predicted time. For effects that are
permanent, the effect is deemed to be irreversible. Duration/Reversibility would be characterized
for each adverse effect as: Short-Term (0- 5 years), Medium-Term (6-20 years), Long-Term
(21 to 100 years) or Permanent (>100 years).

> Frequency — Is the rate of occurrence of an effect over the duration of the Project, including any
seasonal or annual considerations. Frequency would be characterized as: Infrequent; Frequent
or Continuous.

> Probability or Likelihood of Occurrence — Is a measure of the probability or likelihood an
activity will result in an environmental effect. Probability or likelihood of occurrence would be
characterized as: Unlikely, Possible; Probable and Certain.

The definitions and description of the above factors will be described in detail in the EAR/IS. An effort will
be made to express expected changes quantitatively / numerically. For example, the magnitude
(intensity) of the effect may be expressed in absolute (e.g., number of businesses affected) or percentage
values above (or below) baseline conditions (e.g., changes to crime rates). Additionally, the definition of
effect levels may vary from one valued component or criterion to another, recognizing that the units and
range of measurement are distinct for each.

Application of GBA+ to Net Effects

Importantly, effects may impact communities, Indigenous groups and stakeholders in different ways,
including through a GBA+ lens, and vulnerable sub-groups may respond differently to the effects.
Therefore, determining and characterizing effects will be based largely on the level of concern expressed
through engagement with the Indigenous groups and community members, including women, youth, and
Elders.

2.4.2.5. Assessment of Significance

MNRF’s Class Environmental Assessment for MNR Resource Stewardship and Facility Development
Projects (MNRF, 2003) require the assessment of significance of environmental effects and provides
guidance for assessing the significance of potential environmental effects under individual criteria, for a
project as a whole, and for alternatives.

In addition to the Class EA guidance, the determination of significance of net effects and cumulative
effects from the Project and other previous, existing, and reasonably foreseeable developments will
generally follow the guidelines and principles of the Draft Technical Guidance Determining Whether a
Designated Project is Likely to Cause Significant Adverse Environmental Effects under the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act (CEA Agency, 2017) and the Operational Policy Statement: Determining
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Whether a Designated Project is Likely to Cause Significant Adverse Environmental Effects under the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012 (CEA Agency 2015).

In general, the assessment of significance of net effects will be applied to each valued component for
which net effects are predicted, and net adverse effects or positive effects will be classified as significant
or not significant (i.e., binary response). Given that determinations of significance are highly sensitive to
context and shaped by human values and cultures (Baker and Rapaport 2005; Kjellerup 1999), efforts
will be made to collaborate with Indigenous communities, particularly the 4 communities potentially most
impacted socially and economically, as well as vulnerable sub-groups, in defining and assigning
significance classifications to particular valued socio-economic components.

Additional details on the application of socio-economic criteria and definitions that would describe
“significant” and “not significant” will be provided in the EAR/IS.

2.4.2.6. Identification of a Monitoring Framework

Webequie First Nation will develop a monitoring framework during the EA process for each project phase
(construction and operation and maintenance). The two primary types of monitoring to be developed will
include:

> Compliance monitoring; and
> Effects monitoring.

The compliance monitoring will assess and evaluate whether the Project has been constructed,
implemented and/or operated in accordance with commitments made during the EA process, and any
conditions of the federal IA and provincial EA approvals and other approvals required to implement the
Project.

The effects monitoring will be designed to verify the prediction of the effects assessment, and to verity
the effectiveness of the mitigation measures. This would include construction and operational monitoring
that would identify actual effects, assess the effectiveness of the measures to minimize or eliminate
adverse effects, and evaluate the need for any additional action to ensure that socio-economic
commitments and obligations are fulfilled, and mitigation measures are effective. It is expected that the
monitoring program will involve Indigenous participation in the design and implementation of the program.

2.5.  Schedule and Reporting

The schedule for completion of the socio-economic baseline report is as follows:

> Desktop research — April 2021 to March 2022 (as remaining community documents become
available);

Social Surveys — July 2021 to May 2022;

Focus Groups — January 2022 to May 2022;

Key informant interviews— September 2021 to May 2022;

Draft Baseline Report (including all primary information)— July 2022;

Draft EAR/IS — May 2023;

Consultation and engagement activities to confirm baseline information collected, discuss
potential impacts and identification of mitigations — Ongoing.

v v v v v v
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The baseline socio-economic primary information and data will be collected from summer 2021-spring
2022 and will be compiled into a Socio-Economic Existing Conditions Report that will include results and
findings from the primary data collection activities (surveys, key focus groups, informant interviews,
consultation and engagement activities) and desktop research. The overall baseline report is tentatively
scheduled to be completed by July 2022 and Indigenous communities will be requested to validate the
baseline information in the report as part of the process to finalize the document.

3. Aboriginal and Treaty Rights

The Webequie Project Team will engage with Indigenous communities regarding potential impacts of the
project on the exercise of asserted or established rights, and where possible, the Project’s interference
with the exercise of those rights. Webequie First Nation and the Project Team will discuss with Indigenous
communities their views on how best to reflect and capture impacts on the exercise of asserted and/or
established rights in the EAR/IS. Should impacts on the exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty rights be
identified, Webequie First Nation and the Project Team will work with Indigenous communities to
determine appropriate mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate such impacts. Where no mitigation
measures are proposed or mitigation is not possible, the Project Team will identify the adverse impacts
or interference to the exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty rights and this will be described (e.g., level of
severity) and documented in the EAR/IS. Webequie First Nation and the Project Team will advise Ontario
and the Government of Canada on concerns Indigenous communities may have in relation to their
exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty rights and whether their concerns cannot be addressed or mitigated by
the Project Team.

4. Contribution to Sustainability

4.1.  Overarching Approach

As recognized in the Agency’s current guides to considering how a project will contribute to sustainability,
it is not until baseline information has been collected and the potential effects of the Project are assessed
that a full understanding or determination of the project's contribution(s) can be achieved/made.
However, information and data requirements for sustainability have been considered from the outset of
the WSR Project for planning purposes. In the absence of the potential effects assessment, this section
outlines the general approach to determining sustainability contributions for the socio-economic valued
component.

The approach is based on the goal of providing a broad or holistic description of the project’s potential
positive and negative effects, including the interactions among those effects and the long-term
consequences of the effects. In the context of the IAA requirements, sustainability means “the ability to
protect the environment, contribute to the social and economic well-being of the people of Canada and
preserve their health in a manner that benefits present and future generations”, with the aim of “protecting
the components of the environment and the health, social and economic conditions that are within the
legislative authority of Parliament from adverse effects caused by a designated project”, recognizing that
the Minister’s or the Governor in Council’s public interest determination must include sustainability as one
of five factors to be considered in rendering a final decision.

The approach also considers the level of effort required to assess a project’s contribution to sustainability
to be scalable, depending on the phase of the process and the context of the project, and can/will be

Socio-Economic Study Plan 27
661910

Printed on July 24, 2025



——ICE——
INDIGENOUS

Webequie Supply Road Project Consultation Log

File Name: Web-WSR Socio-Economic Study Plan-2022-04-22.pdf Date Published: Apr 22, 2022

Page: 30 of 34

%)
SNC-LAVALIN

adjusted/scoped as the impact assessment proceeds. For example, effects on future generations
requires temporal scoping (i.e., consideration of next generation to “seventh generation”), based on
expectations as to how many generations it will take for effects to become fully apparent, including return
to VC baseline conditions; resilience of the VC; and whether a VC is expected to recover from effects.

As part of the public participation and Indigenous peoples engagement programs described in Sections
3.1 and 3.2, the Project Team has (and will continue to) facilitate early identification of values and issues
to better inform the assessment of the project’s contribution to sustainability; and identify VCs that should
be carried forward into that assessment, scoping related criteria and indicators to reflect the project
context. As part of sustainability considerations, this information has also been used (with regard to which
VCs are considered most important to Webequie First Nation) to identify alternative means of carrying
out the Project and select alternatives to be carried forward for an assessment of sustainability
contributions. Ultimately, with the appropriate input from the engagement and consultation program, the
sustainability assessment will culminate with the development of commitments to ensuring the
sustainability of Indigenous livelihood, traditional use, culture and well-being.

In identifying and scoping key VCs for sustainability contributions, the Project Team will consider VCs
that:

> could experience long-term effects, including how those effects could change over time, and how
they could affect future generations;

> may interact with other VCs;

> may interact with potential effects of the designated project; and/or

> may interact with project activities.

4.2.  Assessment of Contribution to Sustainability

During preparation of the Impact Statement, the four (4) Sustainability Principles identified in the Agency’s
guides and the TISG will be applied as follows:

Principle 1 - Consider the interconnectedness and interdependence of human-ecological systems

A systems approach will be used to determine/express VC interconnectedness. The degree of
interconnectedness within systems and/or subsystems may vary greatly (may be characterized as very
intricate and tight/direct, or quite loose and indirect). The focus will be on those aspects that are most
important to communities, the social-ecological system and to the context of a project. All interactions,
pathways and connections among effects to the environment, and to health, economic and social
conditions will be described, as will how these interactions may change over time. The Project Team will
ensure that the description of systems and the direct and indirect relationships are guided by input from
Indigenous Knowledge. It is expected that a graphic with simple pictorial images will be developed to
visually represent the connections between human and ecological systems to facilitate comprehension
and encourage input/feedback.

Principle 2 - Consider the well-being of present and future generations

The long-term effects on the well-being of present and future generations will be assessed. To conduct
an analysis on future generations, the Project Team will first determine the potential long-term effects on
well-being. This will entail consideration of the elements of environmental, health, social and economic
well-being, across a spectrum of VCs, that communities identified as being valuable to them. In the
context of the socio-economic VC, well-being could include community cohesion, protection of the
environment, culture, stress, or livelihoods. Available Comprehensive Community Plans (CCP) will be
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consulted to determine whether sustainability is a CCP central theme. How the environmental, health,
social and economic effects on well-being could change over time will also be assessed, as information
permits. Although effects on future generations could include effects beyond the lifecycle of a project,
this is not expected to be a major consideration for the WSR Project, as no expected decommissioning
or abandonment timeframe has been identified. With respect to temporal scoping, there is still a need to
determine what the “future generation” is (i.e., how far into the future the project effects will be
considered). Predicted potential effects on future generations will be assessed based on the supporting
data or uncertainty; any uncertainty will be documented.

Principle 3 - Maximize overall positive benefits and minimize adverse effects of the designated
project

The Impact Statement will include a consideration of ways to maximize the positive benefits of the Project
and consider mitigation measures that are technically and economically feasible and would mitigate any
adverse effects of the Project. Sustainability considerations will include: whether additional mitigation
measures are required; have additional benefits been identified and, if so, how can they be maximized,;
does the direction of the impact (i.e., positive or negative) shift between different groups and sub-
populations; are there particular strengths or vulnerabilities in the potentially affected communities that
may influence impacts; do the impacts cause regional inequities; and do the near term benefits come at
the expense of disadvantages for future generations.

Principle 4 - Apply the precautionary principle and consider uncertainty and risk of irreversible
harm

The precautionary principle states that “where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of
full scientific certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures to prevent
environmental degradation”. All uncertainties and assumptions underpinning an analysis will be
described. A precautionary approach will be applied in cases where there is risk of irreversible harm
(irreversible harm refers to project-related effects from which a VC is not expected to recover; reversibility
is influenced by the resilience of the VC). Taking such a conservative approach may include setting out
worst-case scenarios for decision-makers to consider, particularly when there is uncertainty about the
significance or irreversibility of potential effects. As appropriate, the precautionary approach may be
extended to commitments regarding the project’s design (to prevent adverse effects, prevent pollution,
deal with unplanned events) and the development of monitoring and follow-up programs to verify effects
predictions, or gauge the effectiveness of mitigation measures. Uncertainty may be characterized
quantitatively (e.g., description of confidence levels of modelled predictions) or qualitatively (e.g., through
descriptors such as “high”, “medium”, and “low”). Qualitative descriptions of uncertainty will explain how
the level of uncertainty was determined, identify sources of uncertainty and data gaps, and describe
where and how professional judgment was used.
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Impact Assessment  Agence d'évaluation
Agency of Canada  d'impact du Canada

Ontario Region Région de I'Ontario
600-55 York Street 600-55 rue York
Toronto ON M5J 1R7 Toronto ON M5J 1R7

May 12, 2022 Sent by Email

Chief Cornelius Wabasse
Webequie First Nation
P.O. Box 268

Webequie ON POT 3A0
corneliusw@webequie.ca

SUBJECT: Information on Requesting a Time Limit Extension for the Webequie
Supply Road Project under the Impact Assessment Act

Dear Chief Wabasse:

The three-year legislated time limit to provide the Agency with the required information
and studies, as described in the Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines (the Guidelines)
issued on February 24, 2020, for the impact assessment of the Webequie Supply Road
Project (the Project) will expire on February 24, 20283. From discussions held with the
project team, the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (the Agency) understands that
Webequie First Nation will require an extension to the time limit.

In accordance with subsection 19(2) of the Impact Assessment Act (IAA), the Agency
may, at the proponent’s request, extend the legislated time limit by any period necessary
for the proponent to provide the required information and studies. The required
information and studies to be provided would include the Impact Statement and any
additional required information and studies that may be identified as a result of:
e the Agency’s verification review of the Impact Statement;
¢ the public comment period on the Impact Statement Summary;
o the technical review of the Impact Statement by the Agency and federal
authorities; and
e associated consultation and engagement by the Agency with Indigenous
communities.

In order for an extension to be considered and granted, proponents will need to be able
to demonstrate that they have made progress on the development of the Impact
Statement and that they have a work plan to complete it.

.12
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The Agency requests Webequie First Nation to provide the following information for the
Agency’s consideration on whether to grant an extension of the time limit for the impact
statement phase for the Project:

e your reasons, directly related to the impact assessment process, for requesting
an extension of the time limit (e.g., multiple field seasons for baseline studies,
engagement needed to resolve issues and secure input, coordination with
provincial assessment process);

e any changes to the environment at the project location, or to the project itself,
that have occurred that may affect the impact assessment;

e a work plan detailing the progress made to date, accounting for work completed,
work currently underway, and work not yet started, along with a breakdown of
how the extended time would be utilized to provide all the required information
and studies, including :

(¢]
(¢]

O
O

o

engagement activities with Indigenous communities and the public;

surveys with Indigenous communities and members of the public to collect
baseline data, Indigenous knowledge and community knowledge;

field surveys to collect biophysical baseline data;

coordination with other parties, including coordination with Ontario for
inclusion in the Impact Statement the outcomes from Ontario’s Crown
Consultation Approach that are relevant to the federal assessment;
submissions of the draft Impact Statement and the Impact Statement,
including the time required for proponent-led engagement, document reviews
by the Agency and federal authorities, and Agency-led consultation and
engagement with Indigenous communities and the public;

time to address any deficiencies in the Impact Statement;

time to address issues that arose during proponent-led engagement activities,
the public comment period on the Impact Statement, and Agency-led
activities with Indigenous communities and the public; and

contingency allowance for unexpected delays in the project schedule;

e aprogress report demonstrating advances made on the Project to meet the
requirements of the Guidelines, including:

(e]

(¢]
o

description of the type of engagement activities conducted to date with
Indigenous groups, the public and government experts and their outcomes
(i.e. what was achieved to inform the Impact Statement);

a summary of the baseline data (i.e. variables) collected to date;
determination of the final locations of project components, in particular the
locations of the preferred road alignment, the aggregate pits and the
access/service roads;

e any additional information that you believe is relevant.

.../13
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Important: If a proponent fails to provide the information or studies within the three-year
time limit, or within any time limit extension that may be granted by the Agency, the
impact assessment would be terminated in accordance with section 20(1) of the IAA. If
the impact assessment is terminated, the prohibitions under section 7 of the IAA would
continue to apply to the Project. If the Proponent wishes to continue with the Project, it
must submit an Initial Project Description to the Agency in accordance with section 10 of
the 1AA to once again commence the impact assessment process under the IAA. The
information that must be provided in an Initial Project Description is detailed in the
Information and Management of Time Limits Regulations under the IAA. Further
information on the IAA is available on the Agency’s website at
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency.html.

The Agency strongly advises Webequie First Nation to submit a complete request by
September 24, 2022, for the Agency to process the request prior to the expiration of the
legislated time limit on February 24, 2023. The Agency will post the time limit extension
request documents submitted by Webequie First Nation and the Agency’s response to
the request on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry.

We understand that Webequie First Nation will prepare a draft extension request, which
we look forward to reviewing to ensure the draft contains all the requested information
for the Agency’s consideration. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact Alexandra Oakes, the Project Manager, by phone at 647-291-3721 or by email
at Webequie@iaac-aeic.gc.ca.

Sincerely,

A P2

Anjala Puvananathan
Director, Ontario Region

c.c.: Gordon Wabasse, Lands & Resources Director, Webequie First Nation
Craig Wallace, Project Manager, SNC Lavalin
Michael Fox, Regional Consultation Lead, Webequie First Nation
Sasha McLeod, Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Dorothy Moszynski, Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Andrew Lock, Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry
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PROGRESS UPDATE MEETING

Project Overview

Technical Study Plans
Assessment Spatial Boundaries
Baseline Data Collection
Engagement and Consultation

Indigenous Knowledge and Land and Resource Use

N o g bk wDdPE

Project Schedule

SUPPLY ROAD
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PROJECT LOCATION
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Legend:

Proposed Corridor for the
Webequie Supply Road

First Nations Reserve
[ Federal National Park

Webequie Supply Road (WSR)

Project Location

® City/Town = Provincial Park
& Airports = Conservation Reserve
— All-Season Roads m Waterbody

—~ Rail
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PURPOSE OF THE
WEBEQUIE SUPPLY ROAD

AVA | |l—é|!|

Move materials, supplies Provide employment and Provide experience/training
and people from the economic development opportunities for youth to
Webequie Airport to the opportunities to Webequie help encourage the pursuit
McFaulds Lake area while preserving their of additional skills through

language and culture post-secondary education

WSR

SUPPLY ROAD
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

NN

107 km 17 km

All-season road from Length of road
Webequie First Nation corridor within WFEN
(WFEN) Airport to McFaulds Reserve Lands
Lake

/N

2 km

Preliminary corridor
width for consideration
of Route Alternatives

Final corridor width (right-
of-way) for two lane gravel
surface
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ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT (EA) &

IMPACT ASSESSMENT (IA)
PROCESS OVERVIEW
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Coordinated Provincial-Federal Assessment Process

Project Evaluate Project: Make Post EA/IA
Description Determine if EA/ 1A is required and Plan EA/ IA Gather Info and Review the EAR/IS Assessment  Approvals/
Evolution Study Effects Decision Permits

Ongoing opportunities for consultation with Indigenous communities, the public and stakeholders

ToR = Terms of Reference
TISG= Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines

Q00 1 1 ] !
1Webequie Principles ﬂﬁﬂ | ! m ! :\
1 (0 1
o— ! WFN prepares to engage : * b i L) | i I
Principles & 3-Tier Model membership and neighbours I »: . WFN ) X C(r:uef ar)ld : Compliance
i J ) ommuni ounci
Environmental | Inherent Rights on ToR & TISG /I» ' Coordinated ‘ Reviewty »: et B y
Stewardship | ! WEN conducts 1 Provincial-Federal | \ Enforcement
................. IFederal IA ! ; ' review of R ' I
" | ! studies, consults, 1 ' ﬂx n 1 | .
pro]_ec_t . : and prepares ,and consultation | X Permits
Description | WFN submits WFN A | EAR/IS : S, Draftand | | &
""" e Initial submits Detailed Igency ! in accordance | EARNS Final 1A ' Federal | Approvals
Indigenous » Project » Project » '?’T;(SBS with approved ‘: (draft & final) Report and ‘ Ie ere; i o
Knowledge ¥ pescription Descriptiorl/ 17 ToR/TISGand ', Potential | A e N Mitigation
1 v ! 3-Tier Model ! Conditions | ASSessment | &
. Agency 1 [ 1 Decision | Monitoring
1 determines : ! ! 1
| if 1A required I ! | !
H L aon 1 | aan I
:Provmclal EA ﬂ‘ ﬂ : : ﬂﬂﬂ : :
. o 1
A\foluntary WFN prepares ToR (draft & final) »: . Ministry | Provincial EA
greement for a Minister’s decision /» I Review | Decision .
1 1
| v :
1
. 1

h .
1 Acronyms:
[}
WSR .
EAR/IS = Environmental Assessment Report/

WEBEOQUIE . . . . B
suppLY Roap  We are here ﬁ Step completed /Formal opportunity for Indigenous consultation & public participation ﬂ; ﬂ Impact Statement
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TECHNICAL STUDY PLANS

Wildlife

Cumulative

Surface and Noise and

Groundwater Acoustic

¢ “
Species at Human

Risk Health Effects

Plain language and technical Fact Sheets have been prepared to summarize each study plan and are
WsSR Posted on the Project website: www.supplyroad.ca

WEBEOUIE

Printed on July 24, 2025




) recivous  Webequie Supply Road Project Consultation Log

File Name: WSR-Progress Update Meeting Presentation-2022-05-27.pdf Date Published: May 27, 2022 Page: 10 of 43

ASSESSMENT BOUNDARIES

Spatial boundaries define the geographic extent of
potential environmental effects of the Project

* Are used to define the study area for baseline
data collection/studies and the effects
assessment

* May vary depending on the valued component
(wildlife, surface water, socio-economic)

» Have been established to focus on the two
route alternatives for the project within the
proposed preliminary 2 km wide corridor as
identified in the EA ToR and federal Detailed
Project Description

SUPPLY ROAD
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SPATIAL ASSESSMENT BOUNDARIES

The project area has been broken up into 3 general study areas:

N

35m
right-of-way

Project Footprint (PF)
(Development Area) - the
area of direct disturbance
for Project construction
and operation

WSR

NEBEQUIL
SUPPLY ROAD

) \
. \
/ \
, - \
S = N
5 \
5 L] \
. \
. \
5 \

1km buffer from
Alternatives 1 and 2

Local Study Area (LSA) -
the area where largely direct
and indirect effects of the
Project are likely to occur
(2km buffer within the 2 km
wide corridor and 500 m from
supportive infrastructure)

A ™ /N

«—>
5km from either
side of LSA

Regional Study Area (RSA) -
the area where potential,
largely indirect and cumulative
effects of the Project in the
broader, regional context may
occur
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WSR

WEBEOQUIE

SUPPLY ROAD

8 vinisk River,
Provincial Park

i)

aonioon

Legend

DRAFT

| Webeguie First Nation Reserve

Route Label
Altemative 1 Waterbody
Alternative 2 ~——— Walercourse

WSR

WE TE
SUPPLY ROAD

Webequie Supply Road (WSR)

Preliminary General Study Areas

Fae s

F

Local Study Area (LSA 1km from Centreline of Route Winisk River Provincial Park

= = d Alternative 1 and Alternative 2)

T

i

) K

I

r=j Regional Study Area (RSA 5km from either side of LSA
- —J Boundary)
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Altenative 1 (Community Preferred Route) Watercourse Alternative Routes and Potential
Alternative 2 (Optimal Terrain and Soil Route) Winisk River Provincial Park 3 S— AGHIDHIROCK Soices -
I Potential Aggregate/Rock Sources =3 e e T L =
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BASELINE STUDIES

® Baseline studies have been conducted through 2019
to 2021, and will continue in 2022 to help better
understand the existing conditions of the environment
— natural, health, social, economic and cultural

® Review of Secondary Source Information

® Primary Data Collection (e.g., biophysical field
investigations, socio economic and health surveys,
key informant interviews, focus groups, IK, etc.)

SUPPLY ROAD
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BASELINE STUDIES

Natural (Biophysical) Socio-Economic Cultural
* Vegetation (Peatlands  Profiles of Indigenous Communities » Archaeological Resources
/Wetlands, Forest) - Population/Demographics  Built Heritage
* Wildiife - Education//Employment » Cultural Heritage
» Fish and Fish Habitat Landscapes

- Household Composition

* Species at Risk - Infrastructure & Social Services

» Air Quality & Climate Change

Human Health
* Noise and Vibration

Land and Resource Use
* Visual Environment

Indigenous Knowledge and Land

« Surface Water and Resource Use
* Groundwater
yvng * Geology, Terrain & Soils

SUPPLY ROAD
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VEGETATION

Key Objectives
Characterize vegetation, wetland and riparian environments, that include, but are no
limited, to the following:

Description of the biodiversity, relative abundance and distribution of vegetation
species and communities of ecological, economic or human importance (e.g.,
Indigenous traditional use)

Identification and description of plant species and/or plant assemblages, species of
conservation concern (i.e., listed as species at risk) or have Indigenous cultural
importance

Quantify, delineate and describe uplands and wetlands (fens, bogs, peatlands, etc.),
including their functions and ecological services in the project area (e.g., hydrological,
water quality, wildlife or wildlife habitat, etc.)
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Field Surveys (2019, 2020 and 2021):

* Field Surveys were conducted in spring, summer and fall of 2019,
and 2020, as well as summer survey of 2021

+ 101 sites were sampled within the LSA, representing 30 different
ecosites. Randomized stratified sampling was applied to selection
of sample sites and abundance and distribution modelling is
complete

A - Surveys included species compaosition (percent cover) of canopy

and sub-canopy trees, understory shrubs and tree regeneration, as
well as dwarf shrubs, herbaceous vegetation, and moss/lichen cover

& * Soil investigation at each sampling point to establish whether soils
were organic, or mineral, as well as the texture of any mineral soils
and other metrics (pH)
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WILDLIFE - Birds

Spring and Fall Aerial Waterbird Surveys
(2019 and 2020):

+ Sampled waterfowl (e.g., ducks, geese, and
swans) and shorebird (e.g., sandpipers,
plovers) during migration to and from breeding
grounds

» Surveyed wetlands and watercourses from
helicopter within the LSA for the proposed
road corridor

WESEOUIE
SUPPLY ROAD
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WILDLIFE

BASELINE STUDIES - BIRDS

Breeding Bird Surveys (2020, 2021, 2022 ):

» Consisted of manned point counts as well as use of
acoustic recording units (ARUS)

Listening counts were completed at 263 stations

ARUs were positioned at 89 locations and recorded
throughout the day during all four seasons of the year

Over 80 species of birds were recorded with these methods
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BASELINE STUDIES - BATS

Acoustic Bat Surveys (2020, 2021) |

» Sampled bat diversity and presence using
ultrasonic recorders.

» Surveyed at 10 total locations in the project study
area

» Surveyed both during pup rearing period (June-July)
and migration/swarming period (August — October).

* Five species of bats were recorded, including Little
Brown Bat (Endangered in Ontario)

*  Completed assessment for potential hibernacula
sites
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WILDLIFE

BASELINE STUDIES - CARIBOU

Caribou Aerial Surveys (2018/2019, 2021 2022, 2023):
» Conducted in winter, using helicopter
» Targeted caribou — also surveyed many medium and

large mammals (e.g., moose, wolves, wolverine, otter,
marten and other furbearers)

* 45 and 13 caribou documented in 2018 and 2019
surveys, respectively. Over 500 caribou in 2021 survey.
Caribou Calving Study (2020 and 2021):
» Ground (foot) and helicopter (aerial) surveys to scan for

spring/early summer caribou calving and nursery
habitat

Caribou Collaring Study (2021/2022/2023):

» Determining calving areas, wintering areas, and travel
corridors by placing GPS/radio collars on 29 female
caribou and monitoring movements for 3 years

» Data to date reveals that most collared caribou are of
Eastern Migratory population that winters in wooded
areas but calves along Hudson’s Bay shoreline

* Thisis a “Special Concern” species in Ontario
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) recivous  Webequie Supply Road Project Consultation Log

File Name: WSR-Progress Update Meeting Presentation-2022-05-27.pdf Date Published: May 27, 2022 Page: 22 of 43

WILDLIFE
BASELINE STUDIES — WOLVERINE/AMPHIBIANS

Wolverine Occupancy Study (2020, 2021 & 2022):

» Sampling stations called “run-poles” were constructed at 25 sites within 10 km of the
alternative routes for the WSR. Stations included “snag posts” to collect hair from visiting
animals and two cameras

* In 2021 the stations documented at least 7 individuals which visited 13 stations a total of
29 times

» This is the first study along the eastern range boundary of this species in Ontario and the
first targeted Wolverine baseline study for an environmental assessment in Ontario

Amphibians (2020 and 2021):

» Calling frogs were sampled by way of acoustic recording units (ARUs) deployed for
breeding bird studies
« Approach allowed for evening surveys in remote wetland areas that would have been
inaccessible otherwise
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FISH AND FISH HABITAT

* Surveys (2019 and 2020) included:
» Fish habitat characterization
* Fish community sampling

* Spawning surveys (2020) for Walleye
and Lake Sturgeon using egg mats

» Benthic invertebrate sampling (2020)

» Fish habitat was characterized at the 26
waterbody crossings (include and Bender
Lake and Winisk Lake)

» Based on habitat features and fish species
present (resident and migratory
populations), overall fish habitat sensitivity
in each waterbody was rated — rare, high,
moderate, low, or unknown
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SURFACE WATER AND
HYDROLOGY

* The corridor for the WSR crosses 26 waterbody
crossings (3 major crossings), each with their own sub-
watershed.

» Peak flows and high-water levels (water quantity) for
each sub-watershed have been calculated to
characterize watersheds and support preliminary
engineering design for the road (size of bridges &
culverts)

* Water quality and sediment samples have been
collected along the corridor and analyzed for general
chemistry (pH, turbidity, nutrients), metals and more

» Water quality sampling captured seasonal and annual
variations (2019, 2020 and 2021)
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GROUNDWATER

« Atotal of 12 monitoring wells along corridor were installed in July
2020

* Recorded groundwater levels —seasonal and annual variations
(Summer/Fall 2020, Spring 2021)

» Determined the rate of flow in an aquifer/unit
(hydraulic conductivity)

* Recharge/discharge areas

» Groundwater quality sampling examined pH, turbidity, nutrients,
metals and more (BTEX, PHC, PAH)

» Hydrogeological conceptual model developed

* Groundwater users identified

WSR

SUPPLY ROAD
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AIR QUALITY AND CLIMATE

» Existing local and regional climatic
conditions were obtained from two
stations (Pickle Lake & Lansdown
House) operated by Environment and
Climate Change Canada

» To characterize existing air quality
conditions a combination of air quality
monitoring stations across Canada
were used that are located in remote
areas similar to the Project

e At 1

Legend
Route Label

Alematve 2
@ Ambient Air Moritoring Station
®  cimate Das

Webequie st Nation Reserve

\
B o

Webequie Supply Road (WSR)
Location of Climate and A Qualiy
torin
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NOISE AND VIBRATION

» Existing background ambient sound levels at
have been determined within the community of
Webequie and along the proposed WSR
corridor

* Measurements at 3 monitoring stations were
conducted during the period between October
29 and November 1, 2021

* Noise Sensitive Areas identified (e.g., cultural
sensitive areas, church, school, etc.,)

» Existing ambient underwater soundscape and
vibration levels are not proposed to be
guantified during the for EA/IA

Larson-Davis NMS044 Outdoor Noise Monitoring System

nnnnnnnnnn

(Courtesy of Larson-Davis)
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VISUAL ENVIRONMENT

* Completed background review of information to
characterize visual environment within the LSA
and RSA along the proposed WSR corridor

+ Data Sources: Webequie flyover;
preliminary/conceptual engineering plans; aerial
photography, site specific photo’s, LiDAR,
culturally sensitive areas, vegetation mapping,
etc.,

» Identification and confirmation of potential
receptors is on-going — location of
outfitter/tourism operators, camps; location of
travel routes (water and land) used for fishing
hunting, vistas or culturally significant

SUPPLY ROAD
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC

&= Baseline Study

Makes use of two (2) types of data:

1. Primary Data — surveys, focus groups, and key informant interviews
(collection ongoing- all 22 Indigenous communities have been invited to participate)

2. Secondary Data — desktop review of open-source data including

websites, economic and land use plans, etc.
(currently being finalized and inserted into the socio-economic baseline report)

® Questions focus on demographics (i.e., age, gender, income,
education, employment, housing, health, safety)

TO DATE: 250+ surveys were completed by Webequie community members

UPCOMING: surveys with other communities based on interest and availability to

AT
|:| Surveys
[ ]
during summer/fall 2021
WSR participate

Have been completed online via SurveyMonkey and in person at
community drop-in sessions with survey administrators present

Socio-Economic Survey (general)

Demographics
1. Which First Nation community do you live in?

[] webequie First Nation

[ Marten Falls First Nation
[ Kasabonika First Nation

(] Attawapiskat First Nation
[ Nibinamik First Nation

(] Neskantaga First Nation
[ Weenusk (Peawanuck) First Nation
[ Eebametoong First Nation
[ Aroland First Nation

[ constance Lake First Nation
[ Fort Albany First Nation

Other (please specify)

[[] Kashschewan First Nation

[ Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug First Nation
[ Kingfisher Lake First Nation

(] Wapekeka First Nation

] wawakapewin First Nation

(] Wunnumin Lake First Nation

[ Ginoogaming First Nation

(] Long Lake #58 First Nation

[0 ishkeegogamang First Nation

[0 et Nation of Ontario - Region 2

[ North Caribou Lake First Nation

4 s

0 0f 56 answered —————
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC

©

Focus Groups

¢ Allow for a deeper understanding of the experiences, aspirations, and concerns
of diverse groups in the community (i.e., youth, women, Elders, land users)

Neo
w

TO DATE: 2 focus groups occurred in Webequie during the May 2022 visit (youth and women)

UPCOMING: focus groups with Elders, land users/knowledge keepers, and other groups as
necessary in Webequie, as well as focus groups in other communities based on interest and
availability to participate

¥ Key Informant Interviews

® Conducted with individuals who have special knowledge or information regarding
socio-economic topics (i.e., social/health services, infrastructure, economic
development and housing)

TO DATE: 12 interviews have been conducted with Webequie informants (Chief & Council,

Health Director, School Principal, Department Directors etc.) in winter/spring 2022 - both virtually

and in-person during the May 2022 community visit

UPCOMING: Interviews with other Webequie informants (including Child & Family Services and

Police & Emergency Services representatives) and in other communities based on interest and

WSR availability to participate
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HUMAN HEALTH

[=le]
™

Baseline Study

A baseline community health profile is being
developed to understand the current overall
health status of affected communities.

It will provide a benchmark for assessing
potential health effects arising from the
Project. Health information is being collected
using the study methods described below.

[l Surveys

SUPPLY ROAD

2 surveys have been developed: a Human
Health Survey and a Country Foods Survey

Approximately 10 surveys were completed in
person during the May 2022 community visit,
with survey administrators present — more
surveys will be completed via SurveyMonkey
and at future in-person community sessions

@
an
.

ese  Focus Groups

Health questions have been integrated into the
ongoing socio-economic focus groups
(including the women and youth focus groups
that occurred in Webequie during the May
2022 community visit) — health questions will
also be posed at upcoming focus groups

i Key Informant Interviews

Health questions have also been integrated
into the ongoing key informant interviews
(including interviews with the Health Director
and Councillors) during the May 2022
community visit — health-specific interviews will
be arranged as necessary
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COUNTRY FOODS

SUPPLY ROAD

Review of background studies is ongoing (e.g., Webequie specific First
Nations Food, Nutrition & Environmental Study Report) Fish

Country Foods Survey (ongoing) 2Y; 0z (75g) = Palm of hand

Completed collection and analysis of tissues samples 2020 and 2021
(29 in total)

Fish (Whitefish, Pickerel and Northern Pike)

Vegetation (Eastern White Cedar, Wild Sarsaparilla, Labrador Tea,
American Sweetflag)

Wildlife (Bufflehead, Ruffed Grouse, Canada Goose, Moose, Snowshoe
Hare)

Soil samples at country food harvest locations
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CULTURAL HERITAGE & ARCHAEOLOGY

Studies completed to date include:
» Cultural Heritage Desktop Data Collection Report (Summer 2021)
» Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report (Spring 2022)

Key methods were as follows:

» Review of background information sources such as maps, previous
assessment reports, and provincial heritage database/register

* Field data and review

* Review of Indigenous data/information collected through consultation with
Indigenous groups or through the formal Indigenous Knowledge and Land
Use Program (IKLU) for the Project.

Next steps:

* Engagement with Indigenous communities in order to verify/confirm the 36
identified potential Cultural Heritage Landscapes (CHLs) and areas with
archaeological potential identified to date
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PROPOSED CONSULTATION FOR EA/IA

Three rounds of consultation are proposed for the EA/IA:

Fall 2022/Winter 2023 —
Consultation Round 2

Spring/Summer 2022 —
Consultation Round 1

Spring/Summer 2023 —
Consultation Round 3

.

WSR

SUPPLY ROAD

*Overview of EA/IA
process
Consultation to date and
what we have heard
«Study Plans for valued
components
«Criteria and indicators for
evaluation and selecting a
preferred route and
project effects
assessment
«Approach for evaluation of
alternatives (routes;
aggregate areas)
*Overview and status of
baseline studies
Indigenous Knowledge
program
«Consultation approach
and next steps

*Summary of input
received from consultation
round 1

«ldentification and
evaluation of alternatives

+Preferred route and
aggregate/rock source
areas and rationale for
selection

+Preliminary engineering
design elements of WSR
(bridges/culverts)

*Next steps and schedule

*Summary of input
received from consultation
round 2

*Summary of preliminary
effects assessment of
Project

*Proposed impact
management, mitigation
and follow-up monitoring
program

*Next steps in EA/IA
process
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TYPES OF ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES TO
GATHER FEEDBACK

Consultation and Engagement Activities for Indigenous Consultation and Engagement for All Stakeholders and
Communities the Public

Open House Sessions in
Chief & Council and/or Thunder Bay for off-reserve
Community Meetings community members from
Webequie First Nation

Ongoing notifications and ) )
project updates in notices, Project Website
newsletters and social media

Ongoing notifications and
project updates in notices, Live information streaming ) )
newsletters, social media, and sessions (Facebook, Youtube) Project Email Address
project website

3 Open Houses in Thunder
Bay

Interviews and targeted focus Community Specific

groups with community Information Sessions / Open Review of Draft and Final
members (youth, Elders, Band Houses Environmental Assessment
administrative staff) Report/Impact Statement
[ Consultation Progress Reports
Review of Draft and Final will be prepared at each of the 3
‘ Environmental Assessment key EA/IA milestones to
| Report/Impact Statement support meaningful input from
‘ communities

WSR

SUPPLY ROAD
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INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE / ILRU
PROGRAM

The Purpose of the program is to:

¢ Develop understanding of insights and
knowledge gained from experience, history and

EXISTING KNOWLEDGE BASE . PROJECT-SPECIFIC STUDIES _
traditions of Indigenous communities on the land \ -7 )
and waters, including traditional land use areas, o © Y
sacred sites, and other culturally important 7" Py @ .
locations in the Study Area for both historic and PR ‘ ey

current uses of lands and resources

® Identify potential effects of the Project, including
those on Indigenous rights and interests

® Collaborate and work with Indigenous
communities to enhance benefits or to identify
measures to avoid/reduce potential effects on
Indigenous rights and interests

= CONDITIONS

WSR

SUPPLY ROAD
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INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE PROGRAM

An invitation letter was sent to all communities in December 2022 seeking interest in
participating in the IKLU Program.

® Communities that have expressed an interest to participate in the program to date
include: Marten Falls, Long Lake, Constance Lake, Kingfisher Lake and Weenusk

The Project Team recognize that IKLU information belongs to each community. In order
to honour and respect confidentiality principles, Indigenous Knowledge Sharing
Agreements will be established prior to the collection and use of a community’s
information.

® Project Team will work together to validate IKLU information and confirm that we have
a firm understanding of it before weaving it into the EAR/IS.

® The Project schedule currently reflects that all IKLU information will be received by April
2023.

WSR

SUPPLY ROAD
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KEY PROJECT SCHEDULE MILESTONES

® Submission of Draft Natural Environment Existing Conditions Report for Agency and
MECP review - May 2022. Revise and finalize August 2022

® Geology/soils/terrain, surface water, groundwater, fish/fish habitat, atmospheric (air quality,
climate, noise, light levels), vegetation, wildlife, species at risk

® Submission of Draft Socio-Economic Existing Conditions Report for Agency and MECP
review - January 2023. Revise and finalize March 2023

® Health, including country foods — Completion of baseline - October 2022

® Archaeological Assessment — Completion of baseline/desktop review — October 2022

® Built Heritage & Cultural Heritage Landscapes — Completion of baseline/desktop review
— October 2022

® Selected Preferred Route & Supportive Infrastructure from Evaluation of Alternatives —
March 2023

WSR

SUPPLY ROAD
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KEY PROJECT SCHEDULE MILESTONES

® Circulate Draft EAR/IS (prior to formal release/submission) to Agency and MECP for
review and receipt of comments — August 23, 2023

® 2 months for proponent to address comments and revise Draft EAR/IS
® Release & submit Draft EAR/IS for formal review - November 7, 2023
® 5 weeks for proponent to address deficiencies on Draft EAR/IS

® Agency posts Notice of Invitation to provide comments on the Summary of the Impact
Statement. This also coincides with Notice of Submission of final EAR/IS to the MECP —
April 30, 2024

® Schedule contingency allowance for unexpected delays — risks to schedule
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List of Acronyms and Abbreviations
Term Definition
ARD Acid Rock Drainage
ANSIS Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest
ALS ALS Environmental Laboratories
AAQC Ontario Ambient Air Quality Criteria
BTEX Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene, and Xylene
Cco Carbon Monoxide
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CO2 Carbon Dioxide
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GIS Geographic Information System
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IAAC Impact Assessment Agency of Canada
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IK Indigenous Knowledge
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IS Impact Statement
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List of Acronyms and Abbreviations (Cont’d)
Term Definition
MLO Model Lighting Ordinance
MCSCS Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services
MECP Ministry of the Environment Conservation and Parks
MOE Ministry of Energy
MOM Ministry of Mines
MND Ministry of Northern Development
MNO Metis Nation of Ontario
MIA Ministry of Indigenous Affairs
MOE Ministry of Environment
MNRF Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
MTO Ministry of Transportation
MEDJCT Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade
MMAH Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
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RSA Regional Study Area
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RoW Right-of-Way
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SNC-Lavalin SNC-Lavalin Inc.
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TDS Total Dissolved Solids
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TPM Total particulate matter
TISG Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines
TSS Total Suspended Solids
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Term Definition
TKN Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen
TSP Total Suspended Particulate — particulate matter of aerodynamic diameter less than or
equal to 30 microns
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Term Definition
VR Virtual Reality
VC Valued Component
WSC Water Survey of Canada
WFN Webequie First Nation
WSR Webequie Supply Road

List of Units
Term Definition
% Percent
d Day
dB decibel
dBA A-weighted decibels
h Hour
km Kilometre
km? Square kilometre
km/h Kilometre per hour
L Litre
L1 Layer 1
L10 Layer 10
L50 Layer 50
L90 Layer 90
L99 Layer 99
Lmin Minimum root mean square Level
Lmax Maximum root mean square level
Leg Equivalent Continuous Sound Level
ug Micrograms
m Metre
M3 Cubic Meter
ppb Parts per billion
oC Celsius
mbgs Meter below ground surface
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1 Introduction

This Extension Request has been prepared by SNC-Lavalin Inc. (SNC-Lavalin) on behalf of Webequie
First Nation (WFN) for the Impact Assessment (1A) of the Webequie Supply Road Project (WSR, the
Project).

The Project’s Notice of Commencement was posted on February 24, 2020. In accordance with
subsection 19(1) of the Impact Assessment Act (IAA), the proponent of a designated project must provide
the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (the Agency) with the information or studies that are set out in
the notice of the commencement of the IA of the designated project within three years after the day on
which a copy of that notice is posted on the Internet site. In accordance with subsection 19(2) of the 1AA,
the Agency may extend the time limit by any period that is necessary for the proponent to provide the
Agency with the information or studies. The required information and studies to be provided would include
the Impact Statement (I1S) and any additional required information and studies that may be identified as a
result of:

e The Agency’s verification review of the IS;

¢ The public comment period on the IS Summary;

* The technical review of the IS by the Agency and federal authorities; and

* Associated consultation and engagement by the Agency with Indigenous communities.

In order for an extension to be considered and granted, proponents will need to demonstrate that they
have made progress on the development of the IS and that they have a work plan to complete it.

WEFN is the proponent of the Project. Section 2 presents the reasons why the proponent is seeking an
extension of the time limit for the Project’s IS. Section 3 summarizes the changes that may affect the 1A
process identified by the proponent. Section 4 provides the proponent’s work plan for the IA. Section 5
demonstrates the advances made to date to meet the requirements of the Project’s Technical Impact
Statement Guidelines (TISG).

Draft Extension Request for Impact Assessment August 8, 2022 | 1
Webequie Supply Road Project © 2022 SNC-Lavalin Inc. All Rights Reserved. Confidential

Printed on July 24, 2025



——ICE——
INDIGENOUS

Webequie Supply Road Project Consultation Log

File Name: Web-

Draft Extension Request for WSR |A-2022-08-08.pdf Date Published: Aug 8, 2022

Page: 11 of 124

W

2 Reasons for Extension Request

This section presents the proponent’s reasons, directly related to the 1A process, for seeking this
Extension Request.

2.1 Implications of COVID-19 Pandemic on Project Activities

The COVID-19 global pandemic that began in March 2020 introduced significant challenges to the
execution of the EA/IA for the Project. In summary, the following components and activities were directly
affected and resulted in schedule delays:

Collection of baseline field data for biophysical aspects of the environment. The Project Team
field crews that were normally stationed out of the community of Webequie were not permitted in the
community due to COVID-19 and health and safety concerns expressed by WFN and the isolation of
that community to protect its members. To adapt to these circumstances the Project Team were
stationed out of the Town of Pickle Lake, which involved an increase in helicopter flight time to arrive
at the project area and therefore the amount of daily time available to complete their field work. As a
result, substantial amount of time was needed to collect the necessary field data to meet the
requirements of TISG for the Project. Additionally, health and safety planning and procedures were
required to be developed to implement the field work, including internal approvals for travel by SNC-
Lavalin staff, who completed the baseline field program. Finally, supply chain problems and issues
were encountered related to obtaining materials, equipment and supplies required to execute the field
programs.

Increased time to obtain necessary permits/approvals to complete the baseline biophysical
field investigations. There were several permits/approvals needed from provincial ministries

(e.g., MNRF and MECP) such as Work Permits for geotechnical investigations, Licenses to Collect
Fish for Scientific Purposes for aquatic field work and species at risk approvals for surveys related to
Wolverine and Caribou. As staff at provincial ministries moved to remote delivery of their services the
Project Team experienced increase processing time to receive permits for the various field work
programs.

Need for consultation and engagement activities to be developed and offered virtually. As
Indigenous communities, stakeholders and the public entered isolation and/or gathering restrictions
during COVID-19, the ability to offer traditional in-person meetings were not possible. To address the
COVID-19 restrictions, substantial Project Team efforts and time was needed for the planning and
development of virtual options to allow for Indigenous communities and others to provide feedback to
the Project Team on elements of the Project or EA/IA process. As such, these additional efforts
related to the development of opportunities for engagement during COVID-19 adversely affected the
project schedule. For example, this included offering virtual engagement and consultation options to
Indigenous communities such as virtual focus groups sessions, virtual Community Information
Sessions/Open Houses, and Virtual Topic-Specific Livestream Events and Radio Call-in Shows.
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2.2 Delay in Receiving Provincial EA Terms of Reference
Approval

The proponent submitted the EA Terms of Reference (ToR) for the WSR Project to the Ministry of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) on August 14, 2020, with a 60-day review period for
submission of comments from Indigenous communities/organizations, stakeholders and the public.
Typically, under the provincial EA process, and as outlined the MECP Code of Practice and the
prescribed timeline under Ont. Regulation 616/98, a proponent can expect a timeframe of approximately
13 weeks for a decision from the Minister from the submission date of the ToR to the MECP.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the MECP recognized the challenges that Indigenous communities
faced and elected to offer a 60-day review period, as opposed to the standard 30-days, and granting
extensions to communities to submit their comments on the ToR based on limited capacity of Indigenous
communities and groups to respond and participate in the review process. As a result, the final deadline
for submission of comments was February 26, 2021. Based on the need for Ontario and the proponent to
provide responses to comments, the approved ToR was received by the proponent on October 8, 2021.

The delay in receiving an approved ToR and formal commencement of the provincial EA process resulted
in significant misalignment with the federal commencement of the IA that occurred on February 24, 2020.
This misalignment of the commencement of the federal and provincial assessments resulted in the
deferral of Round #1 of the IA consultation program for the Project, primary socio-economic baseline data
(e.g., surveys, key informant interviews, focus groups) with Indigenous communities as well as the
Indigenous Knowledge and Land and Resource Use (IKLRU) program. The deferral of the socio-
economic baseline data collection and IKLRU program was based on guidance from MECP that a
proponent should not pursue primary baseline data collection in the absence of having an approved ToR.
As such, a significant portion of the IS phase (approx. 19 months) was not utilized for collection of socio-
economic baseline data and IKLRU information, as well as other valued components (e.g., cultural
heritage resources).It was the Project Team’s opinion that initiating the subject data collection programs
and/or conducting Round #1 of the IA consultation without an approved ToR would introduce
unacceptable risk as the final provincial EA requirements for such studies and consultation were subject
to possible change.
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3 Changes that May Affect the Impact
Assessment

This section discusses the changes to the environment at the Project location, and the changes to the
Project itself, that have occurred since the commencement of the 1A and may affect the timeline for the
completion of the IS.

3.1 Changes to the Environment

There are no changes to the environment that have occurred since the commencement of the IA that
have influenced the timeline for completion of the IS phase.

3.2 Changes to the Project

Two alternative routes for the WSR were presented in the Project’s approved ToR and federal Detailed
Project Description (DPD). These two alternatives included the Community Preferred Route (referred to
as Alternative 1) and the Optimal Geotechnical Route (referred to as Alternative 2), which were selected
based on different priorities as documented in the preliminary evaluation of alternatives in the ToR and
DPD.

Route Alternative 1 prioritized the following:

e Intersecting fewer known traplines;

* Routing is further east and away from significant hunting areas (e.g., waterfowl, moose, etc.) well
used by community members;

* Running east of areas used most intensively for traditional activities south of the community;

* Minimizing intersection of significant moose mating areas located south of the community and north
of the proposed east-west section of corridor;

* Minimizing effects to known built heritage resources/cultural heritage landscapes (i.e., cabins, hunting
blinds, sacred site);

¢ Minimizing impacts to Webequie First Nation Reserve lands;

¢ Minimizing the number of waterbody crossings required,;

* Minimizing potential effects to fish and fish habitat, as it has fewer waterbody crossings and shortest
route length where structures are required to cross waterbodies; and

¢ Having the lowest estimated capital cost for construction.

Route Alternative 2 prioritized the following:

¢ Minimizing route length;

* Presence of surficial material (mineral vs organic soils);

e Avoiding bogs and fens, including ice-rich peat bogs and fens;

* Avoiding topographic relief and slopes;

e Availability of bedrock borrow (i.e., lack of borrow in some locations);
¢ Avoiding extensive wetland and thermokarst-affected terrain;

¢ Avoidance of wide river crossings; and

¢ Proximity to potential aggregate sources.
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As the assessment of alternative methods of carrying out the Project has progressed the Project Team
identified a third alternative route (Engineering Preferred Route, referred to as Route Alternative 3) that
blended the priorities of route Alternative 1 and Alternative 2 and have carried this alternative forward in
the analysis of alternatives. Route Alternative 3 is currently being assessed relative to the other two route
alternatives, which includes future planned engagement and consultation with the public, stakeholders
and Indigenous communities to receive feedback.
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4 Work Plan

Table 4-1 summarizes the Project’'s work plan accounting for work completed, work currently underway,
and work not yet started, as of September 23, 2022. Section 4.1 presents the details of how the
extended time will be utilized to provide all the required information and studies for the IS.
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Table 4-1: Work Plan Summary

Discipline

Work Completed

Consultation and Engagement Activities

Indigenous Communities *

Webequie Off-Reserve .
Members

Public and Stakeholders ©
Government Agencies .

Round 1 — Virtual Community
Information Sessions/Open Houses
with Indigenous communities and/or
offer virtual or in-person meetings
with Chief & Council. Offered and
held with all 22 identified Indigenous
communities for the EA/IA.
Development and posting of
Summaries of Technical Study Plans
and plain language Fact Sheets of
Study Plans to project website.
Preparation and circulation of
Monthly Newsletters.

Topic-Specific Livestream Events
Radio Call-in Shows.

Round 1 - Webequie Off-Reserve
Meeting (Thunder Bay).

Round 1 - Public Information Centre
(PIC) #1 (Open House format)
(Thunder Bay).

Round 1 — Government agencies will
be offered opportunity to attend
Public Information Centre #1 and
provide any comments.

Work

irrently Underway

* Finalization of Consultation Progress Report
for Round 1 that contains:

- A consultation log and summary that
tracks consultation activities with each
community, including information shared
by Webequie Project Team with a
community, and any community input and
WFN'’s responses.

A discussion how any input and

information provided by the Indigenous

communities have informed the
development of the EA/IA.

« Distribution of Consultation Progress Report
for Round 1 to MECP and Indigenous
communities.

* Ongoing the bi-weekly correspondence to
Chiefs of all Indigenous communities to
notify them of livestreams, engagement
options/opportunities, etc.

¢ Preparation and planning of engagement
and consultation activities for Round 2.

< Distribution of Consultation Progress Report
for Round 1 to MECP.

W

Work Not Yet Started

Round 2 - Indigenous Community
Meetings and/or Chief & Council
Meetings.

* Round 3 - Indigenous Community
Meetings and/or Chief & Council
Meetings.

* Prepare Consultation Progress

Report for Rounds 2 and 3, at

identified as project milestones,

with distribution to MECP and

Indigenous communities.

Preparation and circulation of

Monthly Newsletters.

Topic-Specific Livestream Events.

* Radio Call-in Shows.

* Prepare and distribute Notice of

Release of Draft Environmental

Assessment Report/Impact

Statement (EAR/IS) for Review.

Round 2 — Webequie Off-Reserve
Meeting #2 (Thunder Bay).
Round 3 — Webequie Off-Reserve
Meeting #3 (Thunder Bay).
Round 2 — PIC #2 (Thunder Bay).
* Round 3 — PIC #3 (Thunder Bay).

Offer opportunity to attend PIC #2
and PIC #3 and provide any
comments.
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Table 4-1 (Cont’d):
Discipline

Work Plan Summary

Work Completed

Work Currently Underway

W

rk Not Yet Started

Evaluation of Alternative Methods

Route Alternatives

Supporting Infrastructure
Alternatives

Biophysical Environment
Air Quality and Climate

Preliminary identification and
assessment of alternative means of
carrying out the project have been
completed at a conceptual level for
alternatives routes. This includes
identifying preliminary criteria and
indicators, and their evaluation
weighting, for analysis of alternatives

Preliminary identification and
assessment of alternative means of
carrying out the project have been
completed at a conceptual level for
supportive infrastructure
(aggregate/rock source areas,
construction camps, access roads)

Establishment of spatial assessment
boundaries (project footprint, local
study area, regional study area).
Development of Air Quality and
Climate Study Plan.

Review of secondary source
information.

Baseline studies.

Reporting of baseline conditions
within the WSR Draft Natural

Completion of preliminary evaluation of
alternatives with documentation of results
and recommend preferred route for the
WSR.

Prepare related documentation and
communication materials to support
Round 2 of consultation that is intended to
receive feedback from the public,
stakeholders and Indigenous communities
on evaluation of alternatives and
recommended preferred route and
supportive infrastructure.

Completion of preliminary evaluation of
alternatives with documentation of results
and recommend supportive infrastructure for
the Project.

* Support for evaluation of alternatives.

* Revise and finalize baseline conditions and
reporting based on federal and provincial
review of the Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report, where
applicable.

Prepare and distribute Consultation
Progress Report for Round 2 and
Round 3 to MECP.

Incorporation of feedback from
Round 2 of consultation regarding
evaluation of alternatives

Finalize selection of preferred route
that will be subject to impact
assessment

Incorporation of feedback from
Round 2 of consultation regarding
evaluation of alternatives

Finalize selection of preferred
supportive infrastructure that will be
subject to impact assessment

Air Quality and Climate
Assessment (effects assessment,
mitigation and monitoring and
reporting - EAR/IS)
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Table 4-1 (Cont’d): Work Plan Summary
Discipline Work Completed Work Currently Underway Work Not Yet Started
Environment Existing Conditions
Report (SNC-Lavalin, 2022).

Biophysical Environment (Cont’d)

Noise and Vibration Establishment of spatial * Support for evaluation of alternatives. * Noise/Vibration Assessment
assessment boundaries Revise and finalize baseline conditions and (effects assessment, mitigation and
(project footprint, local study reporting based on federal and provincial monitoring and reporting - EAR/IS).
area, regional study area). review of the Draft Natural Environment
Development of Noise and Existing Conditions Report, where
Acoustic Study Plan. applicable.

Review of secondary source

information.

Reporting of baseline

conditions within the WSR

Draft Natural Environment

Existing Conditions Report

(SNC-Lavalin, 2022).

Geology, Terrain and Soils ¢ Establishment of spatial * Support for evaluation of alternatives. ¢ Geology, Terrain and Soils
assessment boundaries Revise and finalize baseline conditions and Assessment (effects assessment,
(project footprint, local study reporting based on federal and provincial mitigation and monitoring and
area, regional study area). review of the Draft Natural Environment reporting - EAR/IS).
Review of secondary source Existing Conditions Report, where

information applicable.

Development of Geology,

Terrain and Soils Study Plan.

Field investigations.

Reporting of baseline

conditions within the WSR

Natural Environment Existing

Conditions Report

(SNC-Lavalin, 2022).
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Table 4-1 (Cont’d):
Discipline

Work Plan Summary

Work Completed

Work Currently Underway

W

ork Not Yet Started

Biophysical Environment (Cont’d)

Surface Water

Groundwater

study area, regional study area).

Development of Surface and

Groundwater Study Plan.

Review of secondary source

information.

Surface water surveys:

- Hydrology/hydraulic.

- Water quality sampling and
analysis.

Sediment quality sampling and

analysis.

Reporting of baseline conditions within

the WSR Draft Natural Environment

Existing Conditions Report

(SNC-Lavalin, 2022).

« Establishment of spatial assessment .
boundaries (project footprint, local .

study area, regional study area).

* Development of Surface and
Groundwater Study Plan.

* Review of secondary source
information.

¢ Field surveys:

- Groundwater levels, flow and
quality at established monitoring
well locations.

* Reporting of baseline conditions within
the WSR Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report
(SNC-Lavalin, 2022).

Establishment of spatial assessment O
boundaries (project footprint, local .

Support for evaluation of alternatives.
Revise and finalize baseline conditions and
reporting based on federal and provincial
review of the Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report, where
applicable.

Support for evaluation of alternatives.
Revise and finalize baseline conditions and
reporting based on federal and provincial
review of the Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report, where
applicable.

* Surface Water Assessment (effects
assessment, mitigation and
monitoring and reporting - EAR/IS).

* Groundwater Assessment (effects
assessment, mitigation and
monitoring and reporting - EAR/IS).
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Table 4-1 (Cont’d):
Discipline

Work Plan Summary
Work Completed

Biophysical Environment (Cont’d)

Fish and Fish Habitat * Establishment of spatial assessment

boundaries (project footprint, local

study area, regional study area).

Development of Fish and Fish Habitat

Study Plan.

Review of secondary source

information.

Field surveys:

- Fish habitat characterization.

- Fish community sampling.

- Spawning surveys for Walleye and
Lake Sturgeon.

- Benthic invertebrate sampling.

Reporting of baseline conditions within

the WSR Draft Natural Environment

Existing Conditions Report

(SNC-Lavalin, 2022).

Establishment of spatial assessment

boundaries (project footprint, local

study area, regional study area).

« Development of Vegetation Study
Plan.

¢ Review of secondary source

information.

Baseline field surveys for

peatlands/wetlands and forest

undertaken in 2019 to 2021 to capture
seasonal and annual variations in
vegetation.

* Reporting of baseline conditions within
the WSR Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report
(SNC-Lavalin, 2022).

Vegetation .

Work Currently Underway

Support for evaluation of alternatives.
Revise and finalize baseline conditions and
reporting based on federal and provincial
review of the Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report, where
applicable.

Support for evaluation of alternatives.
Revise and finalize baseline conditions and
reporting based on federal and provincial
review of the Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report, where
applicable.

W

Work Not Yet Started

* Fish and Fish Habitat Assessment
(effects assessment, mitigation
and monitoring and reporting -
EARIIS).

Vegetation Assessment (effects
assessment, mitigation and
monitoring and reporting -
EAR/IS).
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Table 4-1 (Cont’d):
Discipline

Wildlife

Species at Risk (SAR)

Work Plan Summary

Work Completed
Biophysical Environment (Cont’d)

Establishment of spatial assessment
boundaries (project footprint, local
study area, regional study area).
Development of Wildlife Study Plan.
Review of secondary source
information.

Field studies:

- Spring 2019 and Spring 2022 aerial
waterbird surveys.

Breeding Bird surveys 2020, 2021,
2022.

Acoustic Bat surveys 2020 and
2021.

Reporting of baseline conditions within
the WSR Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report
(SNC-Lavalin, 2022).

Establishment of spatial assessment
boundaries (project footprint, local
study area, regional study area).
Development of Species at Risk Study
Plan.

Review of secondary source
information.

Field surveys:

- 2020 SAR surveys.

- 2021 Supplemental SAR Field
Surveys (Wolverine and Caribou).
2022 Supplemental SAR Field
Surveys (Wolverine and Caribou).
Reporting of baseline conditions within
the WSR Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report
(SNC-Lavalin, 2022).

Work Currently Underway

Support for evaluation of alternatives.
Revise and finalize baseline conditions and
reporting based on federal and provincial
review of the Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report, where
applicable.

Support for evaluation of alternatives.
Revise and finalize baseline conditions and
reporting based on federal and provincial
review of the Draft Natural Environment
Existing Conditions Report, where
applicable.

W

Work Not Yet Started

* Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat
A nent (effects nent,
mitigation and monitoring and
reporting - EAR/IS).

¢ 2023 Supplemental SAR Field
Survey 2023 (Caribou).

* Species at Risk Assessment
(effects assessment, mitigation
and monitoring and reporting -
EAR/IS).
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Table 4-1 (Cont’d):
Discipline

Work Plan Summary

Work Completed

Socio-economic Environment

Socio-economic
Environment

* Development of Socio-economic
Environment Study Plan.

Review of secondary source
information.

Collection of primary data from
Webequie First Nation (Survey, Focus
Groups and Key Informant
Interviews).

Invitation letter sent to all Indigenous
communities with request for interest
in participating in socio-economic
primary data collection program,
including several rounds of follow-up
with communities by email and, phone
calls (January, February, April and
July 2022).

Draft Socio-economic Existing
Conditions Report is 50% complete.

Indigenous Peoples and Exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty Rights

Indigenous Knowledge and
Land and Resource Use
(IKLRU)

Community Health, Social
and Economic Conditions
Cultural Heritage and
Activities

* Invitation letter sent to all Indigenous
communities with request for interest
in participating in socio-economic
primary data collection program,
including several rounds of follow-up
with communities by email and phone
calls (January, February, April and
August 2022).

IKLRU received from Webequie First
Nation, with partial validation
completed.

* Refer to Socio-Economic.

Refer to Cultural Environment.

Work Currently Underway

¢ Primary data collection with other
Indigenous communities (Survey, Key
Informant Interviews, Focus Groups).
Finalizing profiles of Indigenous
communities.

- Population/Demographics.

- Education/Employment.

- Household Composition.

- Infrastructure and Social Services.
Continuing preparation of the Draft
Socio-Economic Environmental Baseline
Study Report, including validation of
information with Indigenous communities.

Continue follow-up and working with willing
Indigenous communities to receive IKLRU:
Marten Falls, Weenusk, Constance Lake,
Kingfisher and Long Lake.

Finalizing validation of IKLU with Webequie
First Nation.

* Continue to follow-up with other
communities on their interest to participate
in the IKLRU program.

* Refer to Socio-Economic.

* Refer to Cultural Environment.

W

Work Not Yet Started

* Submission of Draft Socio-
economic Existing Conditions
Report for Agency and MECP
review.

Submission of Final Socio-
economic Existing Conditions
Report for Agency and MECP.
Socio and Economic Assessment
(effects assessment, mitigation
and monitoring and reporting -
EARIIS).

Receive and validate IKLRU from
willing Indigenous communities
Integrate IKLRU into assessment
(effects assessment, mitigation
and monitoring and reporting -
EARIIS).

Refer to Socio-Economic.

* Refer to Cultural Environment
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Table 4-1 (Cont’d):
Discipline

Work Plan Summary
Work Completed

Exercise of Treaty and * No work completed to date.

Aboriginal Rights

Human Health and Country Foods
Health Impact Assessment ¢ Development of Human
(HIA) Health Study Plan.

* Review of secondary source
information.
Collection and analysis of
tissue samples for plants,
wildlife and fish to support
country foods assessment.

Human Health and Risk
Assessment (HHRA) .

Country Foods Assessment

¢ Partial primary data
collection with Webequie
(i.e., human health and
country food surveys, key
informant interviews and
focus groups).
Visual Environment
Visual Environment * Development of Visual
Environment Study Plan.
* Visual quality baseline
characterization has been
established based on input
from other disciplines (e.g.,
vegetation, terrain, etc.).
Identification of viewsheds
from sensitive receptors, with
some gaps to address.
Existing night light levels
determined and documented
in WSR Draft Natural

Work

ently Underway
o Discussion with willing communities

as part of IKLRU program on
potential impacts to rights.

Collection of remaining primary data
on health from Webequie.
Established HIA Steering Committee
and held scoping workshop
Completion of baseline description for
health including community health
profiles, with focus on Webequie.
Problem Formulation to support
Human Health Risk Assessment.

Seeking additional information for
identification of potential receptors —
location of tourism camps, outfitters
and known routes (land and water)
used to access fishing, hunting and/or
plant harvesting areas.

W

Work Not Yet Started

Assessment of impacts on
Exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty
rights (effects assessment,
mitigation and monitoring and
reporting - EAR/IS).

Human Impact Assessment
including supportive Human Health
Risk Assessment and Country
Foods Assessment (effects
assessment, mitigation and
monitoring and reporting -
EAR/IS).

Visual Environment Assessment
(effects assessment, mitigation
and monitoring and reporting -
EAR/IS).
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Table 4-1 (Cont’d):
Discipline

Cultural Environment

Archaeological Sites and .

Resources

Built Heritage Resources

and Cultural Heritage
Landscapes

Work Plan Summary
Work Completed

Environment Existing Conditions
Report (SNC-Lavalin, 2022).

Draft Stage 1 Archaeological
Assessment Report.

* Draft Cultural Heritage Report
Desktop Data Collection Results.

Preliminary Engineering Design

Engineering Design

Geotechnical and
Geochemistry

Establishment of 2 km-wide
preliminary corridor and 35 m-wide
Right-of-Way (RoW).

Design criteria has been finalized.
Conceptual design for all routes
alternatives, with general
grading/drainage and structural
engineering work advanced on the
predicted preferred route at risk and
subject to confirmation based on
future evaluation of alternatives and
feedback from engagement and
consultation.

All geotechnical and geochemistry
investigations to support preliminary
engineering design and assessment
of aggregate/rock sources needed to
construct the road.

Work Currently Underway

Engagement with Indigenous communities
to verify/confirm areas with archaeological
potential identified to date.

Engagement with Webequie First Nation
and other Indigenous communities to
verify/confirm 36 potential Cultural Heritage
Landscapes (i.e., areas of cultural heritage
value or interest).

Finalize Cultural Heritage Report - Desktop
Data Collection Results.

Input to Project Team evaluation of
alternatives is currently underway with
respect to issues of constructability, design
and cost (refer to evaluation of alternative
methods).

Conceptual design of supportive
infrastructure (aggregate/rock sources,
access roads, construction camps,
laydown/storage yards).

Conceptual construction execution/staging
strategy.

Preliminary capital and operational and
maintenance cost estimates.

Not applicable.

W

Work Not Yet Started

* Finalize Stage 1 Archaeological
Assessment Report for inclusion in
EAR/IS (data collection, effects
assessment, mitigation and
reporting).

* Cultural Heritage Existing
Conditions and Impact
Assessment Report for inclusion
into EAR/IS (data collection,
effects assessment, mitigation and
reporting).

Finalization of preliminary
engineering design and costing.
Constructability Review.

* Not applicable.
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Table 4-1 (Cont’d):
Discipline

Provincial Environmental
Assessment (EA) Terms of
Reference (ToR) Phase

Federal Impact
Assessment (IA) Planning
Phase

Impact Statement (IS)
Phase — Environmental
Assessment Report /
Impact Statement
Assessment/Impact
Assessment

Work Plan Summary

Work Completed
Environmental Assessment/Impact Assessment

Preparation and submission of Draft
ToR.

Preparation and submission of
Proposed ToR.

ToR approval.

Notice of Commencement of EA.
Preparation and submission of Initial
Project Description.

Response to Summary of Issues to
Agency.

Preparation and submission of
Detailed Project Description.

Notice of Commencement of Impact
Assessment and issuance TISG and
plans to proponent.

Prepare Discipline Study Plans for
review by Agency and MECP in
accordance with TISG.

Refer to above summary of progress
to date.

Work Currently Underway

* Not applicable.

* Not applicable.

¢ Preparing select sections of Draft EAR/IS
(e.g., Introduction, regulatory framework,
assessment methodology, project
description.

W

Work Not Yet Started

* Not applicable.

* Not applicable.

Prepare and submit the pre- Draft
EAR/IS to the Agency and the
MECP for review.

Respond to Agency and MECP
comments and finalize Draft EAR/IS
for formal release/submission.
Submit/Release Draft EAR/IS for
review by federal and provincial
agencies, stakeholders, Indigenous
communities and the public.
Prepare and submit Final EAR/IS
and Summary of Impact Statement
to the Agency and MECP.
Respond to comments on Final
EAR/IS from federal and provincial
agencies, stakeholders, Indigenous
communities and the public.
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4.1 How the Extended Time Will Be Utilized

This section provides the details of how the extended time will be utilized to provide all the required

information and studies for the IS.

4.1.1 Consultation and Engagement Activities

This section provides a summary of the planned consultation and engagement for the Project within the
requested extended time. It is anticipated that Rounds 2 and 3 of consultation and engagement activities
will be fully completed during the extended time.

4.1.1.1 Indigenous Communities

41.11.1 Indigenous Communities and Groups Identified for Consultation and Engagement

As per direction provided to the proponent in a letter from the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation
and Parks dated December 19, 2018, there are twenty-two (22) Indigenous communities and groups that
are to be consulted as part of the provincial EA process. This also includes those Indigenous
communities and groups as identified in the Agency’s Indigenous Engagement and Partnership Plan for
the WSR Project, whose exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty rights may be adversely affected by the Project
and/or may have interests in the project. Collectively, the provincial and federal Crown’s list of indigenous
communities and groups are shown in Table 4-2, organized by Tribal Council or Affiliation. These
Indigenous communities and groups are the current focus of the Project’s consultation and engagement
activities and will continue to be engaged throughout Consultation Rounds 2 and 3.

Table 4-2: Indigenous Communities to be Engaged/Consulted

Tribal Council or Affiliation

Matawa Tribal Council

Mushkegowuk Council

Shibogama Council

Windigo First Nations Council

Independent First Nations

Métis Nation of Ontario

Indigenous Community or Group

Aroland First Nation

Constance Lake First Nation
Eabametoong First Nation
Ginoogaming First Nation

Long Lake #58 First Nation

Marten Falls First Nation
Neskantanga First Nation
Nibinamik First Nation

Webequie First Nation
Attawapiskat First Nation

Fort Albany First Nation
Kashechewan First Nation
Kasabonika Lake First Nation
Kingfisher Lake First Nation
Wapekeka First Nation
Wawakapewin First Nation
Wunnumin Lake First Nation

North Caribou Lake First Nation
Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI)
Mishkeegogamang First Nation
Weenusk (Peawanuck) First Nation
Métis Nation of Ontario — Region 2
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Various consultation and engagement activities are planned for potentially affected or interested
Indigenous communities during Consultation Rounds 2 and 3, as summarized in Table 4-3.

41.11.2 Planned Consultation and Engagement Activities

The consultation and engagement activities in Rounds 2 and 3 will focus on the following topics:
Round 2

e Summary of input received from Consultation Round 1.

* Identification and evaluation of alternatives.

¢ Preliminary recommended preferred route and supportive infrastructure (aggregate/rock source areas,
construction camps, access roads), including rationale for selection.

¢ Preliminary engineering design elements of WSR (bridges/culverts).

¢ Next steps and schedule.

Round 3

e Summary of input received from Consultation Round 2.

e Summary of preliminary effects assessment of Project.

¢ Proposed impact management, mitigation and follow-up monitoring program.
* Next steps in EA/IA process.

The tentative timeframe for Consultation Rounds 2 and 3 is presented in the project schedule in
Appendix A.

Table 4-3: Consultation and Engagement with Indigenous Communities - Rounds 2 and 3

Method of Consultation / Engagement Description

Notification Letters Notification letters will be prepared and sent by mail and email to
all of the identified Indigenous communities and Tribal Councils
(as listed in Table 4-2) to inform them of the following EA
milestones in Consultation Rounds 2 and 3:

* Evaluation of alternatives and identification of preferred
alternatives (i.e., route and supportive infrastructure);

* Submission of Draft EAR/IS; and

* Submission of Final EAR/IS.

Formal Notices and Newspaper Advertising Formal notices will be used at various points throughout
Consultation Rounds 2 and 3 to inform all identified Indigenous
communities of submission of the Draft and Final EAR/IS and to
invite attendance at community meetings and Public Information
Centres (PICs). Notices to be published include:

* Notice of Community meetings & PICs;

* Notice of Draft EAR/IS for review;

* Notice of Submission of Final EAR/IS for review.

The formal notices, with exception of the community open
houses/meetings, will be published in the Wawatay News,
Thunder Bay Chronicle Journal, Timmins Daily Press, and Sioux
Lookout Bulletin and posted on the Project Website to reach
Indigenous communities across northern Ontario.
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Table 4-3 (Cont’d): Consultation and Engagement with Indigenous Communities - Rounds 2 and 3

Method of Consultation / Engagement Description

Community Visits / Focus Group Sessions Community visits are planned throughout Consultation Rounds 2
and 3, including visits with the eight most potentially affected
communities, as identified by Webequie First Nation, and potential
visits with the other 14 communities, upon request. Specific
activities to be conducted during community visits include:

* Outline the current status and scope of the EA/IA, including
schedule and upcoming milestones;

* Obtain input and feedback from community members on the
evaluation of alternatives (routes, supportive infrastructure,
etc.,) and recommended preliminary recommended design
(i.e., preferred alternative);

* Summary of proposed environmental effects, mitigation,
protection and compensation measures associated with the
Project; and

* Obtain general input from community members about the
information they wish to share and/or issues of concern.

The Draft EAR/IS will be available at the Administration office of

each Indigenous community for community members to review

during the public review periods. The Project Team will
incorporate feedback and comments received on the Draft into the

Final EAR/IS, which will also be made available at the

Administration office for viewing.

Meeting with Webequie First Nation Off- One (1) meeting with off-reserve community members will take

Reserve Community Members place during Consultation Round 2 and during Round 3. These
meetings will be held in the City of Thunder Bay, as this is the
most central location closest to the Project area and where most
off-reserve community members are known to reside. The
purpose of the meetings is generally as described above for
community visits, focusing on obtaining input and feedback on the
evaluation of alternatives and the effects assessment.
Off-reserve community members will also have an opportunity to
review the Draft EAR/IS during the public review period at the
participating municipal offices and public libraries, as well as on
the Project website. Off-reserve community members may provide
comments and feedback on the Draft EAR/IS, and Final EAR/IS,
trough the same channels as on-reserve community members.

Engagement with Métis Nation of Ontario Information meetings will be held with the Métis Nation of Ontario
(MNO), in Thunder Bay, upon request. MNO will receive a copy of
the Draft and Final EAR/IIS for feedback and comments during
public review periods.
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Table 4-3 (Cont’d): Consultation and Engagement with Indigenous Communities — Rounds 2 and 3

Method of Consultation / Engagement Description
Virtual Community Information Virtual Community Information Sessions will be held via Zoom
Sessions/Open Houses with each of the potentially affected Indigenous communities at

the start of each week for both Consultation Rounds 2 and 3.
Similar to Round 1, the Project Team will also offer the option of
an in-person community meeting (open house format) to those
communities who are interested following appropriate COVID-19
protocols, where applicable. A letter and poster advertising each
community’s session will be circulated to the Chief via email, mail
and fax at least two weeks in advance. Each session will be
hosted by the Project Team via Zoom and live streamed via
Facebook Live and YouTube, and will include an introduction, a
video presentation providing an overview of various topics related
to the current status of the WSR Project (such as input received
from the previous Consultation Round, the alternatives
assessment/preferred alternative, preliminary design elements,
outcomes of the preliminary effects assessment, mitigation and
monitoring, and next steps), and a Q&A period. Recordings will be
posted to the Project Website following each session to ensure
community members who are unable to attend can watch and
provide comments.

Livestream and Radio Call-In Shows Radio information sessions will be broadcast over Wawatay
Radio, throughout the Wawatay broadcast region, periodically
throughout Consultation Rounds 2 and 3. The sessions will
constitute an open dialogue format with the Project Team to allow
community members to ask questions about the Project and to
obtain their feedback and input. Livestream sessions will be
hosted by the Project Team via Facebook Live and YouTube in
the same format as the radio information sessions.

Engagement with Tribal Councils and Tribal Councils and Nishnawbe Aski Nation will be provided

Nishnawbe Aski Nation information and opportunities to comment throughout Consultation
Rounds 2 and 3 of the EA/IA, including on the Draft and Final
EAR/IS, and meetings will be held upon request.

Communication Materials Various communication materials will be developed for use at
meetings/events during Consultation Rounds 2 and 3. These
include presentation slide decks, project fact sheets, handouts,
display boards, etc. Plain language communication materials free
of technical jargon have been produced to ensure that information
is clear and easy to understand. Some materials are also
translated into the native language of the communities.

Audio and Visual Products For those Indigenous communities who have the capability, in-
person community meetings/open houses and presentations will
be livestreamed through local community media to allow for a
wider audience to participate in the meetings and have the
opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. Recordings of
community presentations will be saved and posted on the Project
Website for public viewing.
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Table 4-3 (Cont’d): Consultation and Engagement with Indigenous Communities - Rounds 2 and 3

Method of Consultation / Engagement Description

Project Website A Project Website is available for the public to review project
related information at www.supplyroad.ca. Materials are
continually posted on the website such as those related to:

* Approved Provincial EA Terms of Reference;

* Notice of Commencement of EA;

* Technical and plain language summaries of Study Plans for
each valued component;

* Information on development and identification of alternative
methods for implementing the Project and criteria for evaluating
alternatives;

» Evaluation of alternatives and identification of preferred
alternative;

* Virtual Community-Specific Information Sessions held in
Rounds 1,2 and 3;

* Submission of Draft EAR/IS;

* Submission of Final EAR/IS Project Newsletters;

* Recorded videos of in-person community presentations, where
applicable; and

* Other materials that are developed over the course of the
EAR/IS preparation period.

Community members can continue provide comments and

feedback on the website throughout Consultation Rounds 2 and 3.

The Project Team will ensure that feedback and comments

received are incorporated into the Draft and Final EAR/IS and are

documented in the Record of Consultation.

Project Newsletters Project Newsletters will be developed on a monthly basis,
providing project updates and milestones during Consultation
Rounds 2 and 3. These will be posted on the Project Website and
will be in plain language that will clearly explain project
information for community members to understand. Quarterly
Newsletters are also produced specifically for WFN.

4.1.1.2 Government Agencies and Municipalities

41.1.2.1 Government Agencies Identified for Consultation and Engagement

Based on the components and potential effects of the WSR Project, various provincial and federal
ministries and agencies were selected to participate in the EA/IA as members of the Government Review
Team (GRT), as listed in Table 4-4 below:
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Table 4-4: GRT for Consultation and Engagement

Government Affiliation Ministry / Agency Acronym
Provincial Ministry of Northern Development MND
(Ontario Government) Ministry of Mines MOM
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks MECP
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry MNRF
Ministry of Transportation MTO
Ministry of Indigenous Affairs MIA
Ministry of Education MOE
Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services MCSCS
Ministry of Economy Development, Job Creation and Trade MEDJCT
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing MMAH
Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport MTCS
Ontario Provincial Police OPP
Federal Impact Assessment Agency of Canada IAAC
(Government of Canada) Environment and Climate Change Canada ECCC
Fisheries and Oceans Canada DFO
Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada CIRNAC
Indigenous Services Canada ISC
Transport Canada me

In addition to the broader GRT, an EA Coordination Team has been established to coordinate the
requirements of the provincial and federal EA processes as efficiently as possible. The EA Coordination
Team is comprised of the following provincial and federal agencies:

e MND;
e MECP;

¢ MNRF;

¢ MTO; and
* |AAC.

Municipalities that are involved in the consultation program were identified based on their proximity to the
proposed corridor for the WSR Project. The names and locations of these municipalities are listed in
Table 4-5 below.

Table 4-5: Municipalities Involved in Consultation and Engagement

Community Location

Municipality of Greenstone The Town of Greenstone is located approximately 205 km northeast of Thunder
Bay. It is an amalgamation of several townships including: Beardmore, Geraldton,
and Longlac and their surrounding areas along Highway 11 in Northern Ontario.

Township of Pickle Lake The Town of Pickle Lake is located approximately 530 km north of Thunder Bay at
the northern terminus of Highway 556 in northern Ontario.

Municipality of Sioux Lookout ~ The Town of Sioux Lookout is located approximately 350 km northwest of
Thunder Bay at the northern terminus of Highway 72.

City of Thunder Bay The City of Thunder Bay is located along the Trans-Canada Highway on the
northern shores of Lake Superior.
City of Timmins The City of Timmins is located approximately 700 km north of Toronto along the

Mattagami River in northeastern Ontario.
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Table 4-6 below provides an overview of consultation and engagement activities that are planned to
occur with government agencies and municipalities during Consultation Rounds 2 and 3.

41.1.2.2 Planned Consultation and Engagement Activities

Table 4-6: Consultation and Engagement with Government Agencies and Municipalities —
Rounds 2 and 3

Method of Consultation / Engagement  Description

Notification Letters Notification letters will be prepared and sent by mail and email to the
GRT and municipalities at the following EA/IA milestones in
Consultation Rounds 2 and 3:
» Evaluation of alternatives and identification of preferred alternatives
(i.e., route and supportive infrastructure);
* Submission of Draft EAR/IS; and
* Submission of Final EAR/IS.

Public Information Centres During Consultation Rounds 2 and 3, a total of two (2) Public
Information Centres (open house format) will be planned in the City of
Thunder Bay to allow for government agencies and municipalities to
attend. They will serve as a forum to provide feedback and comments
on the results of the studies that have been conducted, as well as the
evaluation of alternatives and selection of the preferred alternative and
effects assessment of the Project

Communication Materials Various communication materials will be developed for use at
meetings, including presentation slide decks, project fact sheets,
handouts, display boards, etc. Communication materials will be in
plain language and free of technical jargon to ensure that information
is clear and easy to understand.

Project Website A Project website is available for government agencies, municipalities,
and others to review related information, at www.supplyroad.ca.
Materials that will be posted on the website during Consultation
Rounds 2 and 3 include those related to:

* Information on the further development and identification of
alternative methods for implementing the Project and criteria for
evaluating alternatives;

* Information on the evaluation of alternatives and identification of
preferred alternative;

* Notice of Open House sessions;

* Notice of Draft and Final EAR/IS for review;

¢ Draft and Final EAR/IS;

* Recorded videos of community presentations; and

* Other materials that are developed over time.

EAR/IS Document Review The GRT and municipalities will have an opportunity to review the
Draft and final EAR/IS and provide comments.
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4.1.1.3 Public and Stakeholders

41.13.1 Public and Stakeholders Identified for Consultation and Engagement

The following members of the public and stakeholders are included in the consultation and engagement
program:

¢ Members of the public;

e Crown land tenure and claim holders within the mineralized zone in the McFaulds Lake area;
e Environmental interest groups;

* Community based organizations;

* Registered Trappers; and

¢ Recreational and eco-tourism businesses.

41.1.3.2 Planned Consultation and Engagement Activities

Public and stakeholder consultation and engagement will include the methods outlined in Table 4-7 and
will entail some overlap with Indigenous community consultation as well as consultation with government
agencies and municipalities.

Table 4-7: Public and Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement - Rounds 2 and 3

Method of Consultation / Engagement  Description

Notification Letters Notification letters will be prepared and sent by mail and email to the
public and stakeholders identified and included in the Stakeholder
Contact List at the following IA milestones in Consultation Rounds 2
and 3:

» Evaluation of alternatives and identification of preferred alternative;
* Submission of Draft EAR/IS; and
* Submission of Final EAR/IS.
Public Notices and Newspaper Public Notices will be used at various points throughout Consultation
Advertising Rounds 2 and 3 to inform the public and stakeholders of EA/IA study
submission and to invite attendance at community meetings/open
houses. Notices to be published include:

* Notice of Open House sessions;

* Notice of Draft EAR/IS for review; and

* Notice of Submission of Final EAR/IS for review.

The notices will be published in the Wawatay News, Thunder Bay
Chronicle Journal, Timmins Daily Press, and Sioux Lookout Bulletin
and on the Project Website.

Public Information Centres During Consultation Rounds 2 and 3, a total of two (2) PICs (open
house format) will be planned in the City of Thunder Bay for members
of the public and stakeholders to attend. They will serve as a forum to
provide feedback and comments on the results of the studies that
have been conducted, the evaluation of alternatives and selection of
the preferred alternative, and effects assessment of the Project.

Communication Materials Various communication materials will be developed for use at
meetings, including presentation slide decks, project fact sheets,
handouts, display boards, etc. Communication materials will be in
plain language and free of technical jargon to ensure that information
is clear and easy to understand.
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Table 4-7 (Cont’d): Public and Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement - Rounds 2 and 3
Method of Consultation / Engagement  Description

Project Website A Project website is available for members of the public, stakeholders,
and others to review related information, at www.supplyroad.ca.
Materials that will be posted on the website during Consultation
Rounds 2 and 3 include those related to:

* Information on the further development and identification of
alternative methods for implementing the Project and criteria for
evaluating alternatives;

* Information on the evaluation of alternatives and identification of
preferred alternative (Project Development Area/Footprint),
including supportive infrastructure;

* Notice of Open House sessions;

* Notice of Draft and Final EAR/IS for review;

» Draft and Final EAR/IS;

* Recorded videos of community presentations; and

* Other materials that are developed over time.

EAR/IS Document Review Interested public and stakeholders will have an opportunity to review
the Draft and Final EAR/IS during the public review periods at the
participating municipal offices and public libraries.

4.1.2 Data Collection Surveys and Analysis

4.1.2.1 Baseline Data Collection Surveys with Indigenous Communities and Groups

At the expiry of the current IS phase on February 24, 2023, primary data collection activities with
Indigenous communities and groups to support the socio-economic and human health assessments will
be for the most part complete; however, further efforts within the requested extension timeframe may be
needed to finalize data collection, including analysis, validation and reporting. It should be noted that the
COVID-19 pandemic resulted in federal, provincial, and local restrictions on in-person gatherings, travel,
and also impacted the capacity of Indigenous communities and groups to respond to requests for
engagement and participation. Therefore, presenting a barrier to completing consultation and baseline
data gathering activities (such as surveys, interviews and focus groups) as initially planned within the
Project schedule (refer to Section 2).

Proposed data collection analysis and reporting to be completed during the requested Project extension
are summarized in Table 4-8.
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Table 4-8: Planned Socio-Economic and Human Health Baseline Data Collection, Analysis and
Reporting Activities with Indigenous Communities and Groups
Human Health Baseline - To Be Completed

Method

Baseline Study ¢
(General)

Surveys .

Key Informant
Interviews

Focus Groups -«

Socio-Economic Baseline - To Be Completed

Update data regarding Social and Economic
VCs for Indigenous communities and groups
based on 2021 Census data, as available.
Finalize review and integration of all
applicable secondary source information,
including submitting RFIs to third parties if
required.

Analysis of all primary and secondary data.
Completion of draft and final Socio-Economic
Existing Conditions Report, including
opportunity for Agency and MECP to review.
Complete analysis of socio-economic surveys
administered/received from other communities
(beyond WFN) and complete analysis of
findings.

Complete remaining identified key informant
interviews, either virtually or during a
community visit, with Indigenous communities
including transcribing, analysis and validation.

Complete remaining focus groups with Elders,
land users/knowledge keepers, etc., with
Indigenous communities, either virtually or
during a community visit, based on interest
and availability to participate.

Complete development of baseline
community health profile based on primary
and secondary source data.

Finalize review and integration of all
applicable secondary source information,
including submitting RFIs to third parties if
required.

Complete analysis of both of Human
Health Survey and Country Foods Survey
administered online via SurveyMonkey and
at in-person community events.

Complete remaining health-specific key
informant interviews with Webequie First
Nation either virtually or during a
community visit.

Continue to integrate and analyze
responses to health questions to develop
community health profile, including
integration with the socio-economic
baseline program to maximize effort and
avoid duplication.

Continue to pose health questions at
ongoing Socio-Economic focus groups to
maximize effort and avoid duplication.

4.1.2.2

Baseline Data Collection with the Public and Stakeholders

Secondary information has been collected for municipalities and townships as part of the baseline data
collection. Updates on the review and integration of secondary data have included government websites
(such as 2021 Census Profile data), municipal websites, local and provincial police and emergency
service websites, municipal economic development plans and other open-source data to identify
community demographics, infrastructure, economic development, social services, safety, housing, etc.

4.1.2.3

Collection of Indigenous Knowledge and Indigenous Land and Resource Use

The Project Team have been actively seeking to engage and collaborate with Indigenous communities in
the collection of Indigenous Knowledge and Land and Resource Use (IKLRU) information to inform the

EA/IA study. It is critical to work with Indigenous communities to understand and assess potential impacts
of the Project on the exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty Rights.

The IKLRU Program specifically aims to engage and collaborate with Indigenous communities on the
collection and integration of IKLRU into the EA/IA. The key objective of the IKLRU is to provide
opportunities to Indigenous communities to meaningfully participate in the EA/IA process by engaging in
the baseline characterization and assessment of potential impacts of the Project, including impacts on
Aboriginal and Treaty Rights.
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To date the following Indigenous communities have expressed an interest to participate in the IKLRU
Program for the WSR Project: Marten Falls First Nation, Weenusk First Nation, Long Lake First Nation,
Kingfisher Lake First Nation and Constance Lake First Nation. Currently, the Project Team is in the
process of arranging and documenting meetings with each community to discuss the next steps which
include, but not limited to: execution of data sharing agreements; capacity funding; defining IKLRU study
spatial boundaries and temporal boundaries; offer of guidance materials to serve as a ‘toolbox’ for
communities to support IKLRU data collection and sharing; timeline/schedule to receive IKLRU
information/report; integration of IKLRU information into the EA/IA; and validation of information with
communities to ensure it has been interpreted and captured appropriately in the EA/IA.

The primary tasks in the IKLRU program anticipated to be completed during extended time for the Project
with participating communities include: follow-up to receive IKLRU information/report; review and
integration of IKLRU information into the EA/IA; and validation of information with communities.

4.1.3 Field Surveys to Collect Biophysical Baseline Data

Table 4-9 summarizes the field surveys to be completed during the extended time for the Project. Only
caribou field surveys are planned in the Winter of 2023 (February to March).

Table 4-9: Baseline Data Field Surveys to be Completed During the Extended Time

Discipline Field Survey Description Planned Dates
Species at Risk  Supplemental Species at Risk Caribou winter aerial surveys Winter 2023
Field Survey

Caribou calf recruitment surveys ~ Winter 2023

4.1.4 Coordination with Other Parties

4.1.4.1 Ontario

As part the engagement and consultation program with Indigenous communities to date, and during the
proposed extension of the IS Phase, comments and/or issues received by the Project Team including
those related to impacts to exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty Rights may be referred to Ontario for
response or direct engagement with an Indigenous community. Where referrals to Ontario occur, the
Project Team will follow-up with the Ontario on the outcomes of Crown consultation with an Indigenous
community and will be integrate into the federal assessment where applicable. This coordination with
Ontario is expected to be primarily with the MECP EA Branch and Ministry of Mines who are leading the
Crown Consultation approach for the WSR Project and other projects in northwestern Ontario.
Coordination is also expected to occur with the Ministry of Northern Development who have offered
Partnership/Capacity Funding Agreements to eligible Indigenous communities to participate in the EA
process and provide Indigenous Knowledge to the Project Team for integration into the assessment.

Coordination with Ontario is also expected to occur with the Government Review Team (GRT) as part of
the provincial EA process. Technical comments and/or issues identified by the GRT, including outcomes
that may influence the federal assessment (e.g., baseline, evaluation of alternatives, effect assessment,
etc.) will be integrated and documented (i.e., Record of Consultation). The MECP EA Branch is
responsible for coordination of the GRT and the Project Team will work closely with the MECP at key
milestones in the coordinated provincial and federal assessment process for the Project. In the requested
time extension period, this is expected to focus on the GRT review of the Draft and Final EAR/IS.
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In the extended time period for the IS Phase it is the intent of the proponent to prepare and circulate a
pre-Draft EAR/IS to the Agency and MECP for review. Following receipt of comments from the Agency
and MECP and revisions to the document, the proponent will then formally release the Draft EAR/IS
under the provincial EA process with invitation the public, GRT, Indigenous communities/groups and
stakeholders to provide comments within a 45-day review period. Concurrently, at this time, the
proponent will also submit the Draft EAR/IS to the Agency to begin the 75-day federal review process that
incudes identifying major deficiencies/issues with respect to meeting the requirements of the TISG for the
WSR Project.

4.1.5 Submission of the Draft and Final Impact Statement

Based on the receipt of comments/input from the public, federal and provincial authorities, Indigenous
communities/groups and stakeholders, the proponent will address outstanding comments/issues and then
prepare and submit the Final EAR/IS to the Agency and MECP.

The preparation and release/submission of the Pre-Draft, Draft EAR/IS and Final EAR/IS will all be
completed during the extended time period, as indicated in the project schedule contained in
Appendix A.

The following subsections briefly describe the proponent-led consultation and engagement associated
with the Draft and Final EAR/IS.

4.1.5.1 Proponent-led Consultation and Engagement

4151.1 Indigenous Communities and Groups

Consultation and engagement with Indigenous communities and groups on the preliminary results of the
effects assessment for the WSR Project to be documented in the Draft EAR/IS will occur in Round 3 of
the proponent-led consultation program (refer to Section 4.1.1.1.2). This will include the preliminary
effects assessment for each valued component including mitigation/enhancement measures, residual
effects, cumulative effects, and proposed follow-up monitoring programs. Focus will be on potential
effects to Indigenous peoples and impacts on the exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty rights as described in
Section 19 of the TISG. Table 4-3, as previously cited, summarizes the consultation and engagement
activities that are planned to occur with Indigenous communities and groups during Consultation

Round 3.

During Round 3, the proponent will engage with all Indigenous groups identified in the Agency’s
Indigenous Engagement and Partnership Plan in order to identify and understand the potential impacts of
their Projects on Indigenous peoples, including consideration of Indigenous knowledge received that
informed the impact assessment and/or that identified measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts on
the exercise of rights of Indigenous peoples from the Project.

It is also possible that during Round 3 of engagement that potential positive outcomes may also be
identified, including measures that could improve the underlying baseline conditions that support the
exercise of rights. Note it is the proponent’s overall approach that engagement in all rounds of
consultation involve ongoing information sharing and collaboration between Webequie First Nation and
other Indigenous communities potentially affected by the Project. This collaboration is intended to help to
validate the assessment findings.
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The results of any engagement during Consultation Rounds 1, 2 and 3 will be summarized and
documented (i.e., Record of Consultation) in the Draft EAR/IS and the proponent will make efforts, where
possible, to reflect the perspectives of the Indigenous communities and groups involved. Results of the
engagement will also include outcome of any meetings and supplemental engagement sessions held with
Indigenous communities that may focus on topic-specific issues or concerns.

As noted in Section 4.1.5 Indigenous communities and groups under the provincial EA process will be
invited to submit comments on the Draft EAR/IS during the 45-day review period, after completion of
Consultation Round 3. Comments received during the review period will be used by the proponent to
further inform the impact assessment and will be integrated and documented in the Final EAR/IS,
including proponent responses to the comments received from Indigenous communities and groups.
During and/or after the review period, meetings or further engagement may be conducted with select
Indigenous communities to resolve issues or to further discuss comments received on the Draft EAR/IS.

Based on the comments/input from Indigenous communities, and others the proponent will prepare and
submit the Final EAR/IS to the Agency and MECP. During Agency and MECP led engagement and
consultation on the Final EAR/IS the proponent will work collaboratively with the authorities to respond to
comments or participate in meetings with Indigenous communities or other to discuss technical matters.

4.15.1.2 Government Agencies

Consultation and engagement with provincial agencies, municipalities and federal authorities on the
preliminary results of the effects assessment for the WSR Project will occur in Round 3 of the proponent-
led -consultation program (refer to Section 4.1.1.1.1). Table 4-6, as previously cited, summarizes the
consultation and engagement activities that are planned to occur with government agencies during
Consultation Round 3, including opportunity to attend a Public Information Centre, also offered to the
public and stakeholders, that will present information on the preliminary results of the effects assessment
for the Project to be documented in the Draft EAR/IS.

Provincial agencies (i.e., GRT) and municipalities will be invited by the proponent to submit comments on
the Draft EAR/IS during the requested 45-day review period, after completion of Round 3. Comments
received during the review period will be used by the proponent to further inform the impact assessment
and will be integrated and documented in the Final EAR/IS, including proponent responses to the
comments received from the GRT and municipalities. During and/or after the review period, meetings or
further engagement may be conducted with select agencies or municipalities to resolve issues or to
further discuss comments received or the results of the effects assessment. As noted above based on the
comments/input received from GRT, Indigenous communities, the public and stakeholders the proponent
will then prepare and submit the Final EAR/IS to the MECP.

As noted in Section 4.1.5, the Draft EAR/IS will be submitted to the Agency for the 75-day federal review
process. Deficiencies identified from the review by federal authorities will be reviewed by the proponent
and responses prepared. The timeframe to address identified deficiencies are described further in
Section 4.1.5.4. Once deficiencies are addressed the proponent will submit the Final EAR/IS and
Summary of Impact Statement to the Agency for administrative review and determination of compliance

with the TISG.
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Consultation and engagement with the public and stakeholders on the preliminary results of the effects
assessment for the WSR Project will occur in Round 3 of the proponent-led consultation program.
Table 4-7, as previously cited, summarizes the consultation and engagement activities that are planned
to occur with the public and stakeholder during Consultation Round 3, including opportunity to attend a
PIC in Thunder Bay that will present information on the preliminary results of the effects assessment for
the Project to be documented in the Draft EAR/IS.

4.1.5.1.3 Public and Stakeholders

Similar to government agencies and Indigenous communities, the public and stakeholders will be invited
to submit comments on the Draft EAR/IS during the requested 45-day review period, after completion of
Round 3. Comments received during the review period will be used by the proponent to further inform the
impact assessment and will be integrated and documented in the Final EAR/IS, including proponent
responses to the comments received from the public and stakeholders.

4.1.5.2 Document Review by Agency and Federal Authorities

During the extended time period for the IS Phase the following documents will be subject to review by the
Agency and other federal authorities.

*  Draft Socio-Economic Existing Conditions Report. The proponent has made a commitment to offer
this document to the Agency and MECP for review and will request that comments be provided within
30-days. The proponent will prepare responses to comments received from the review and will revise
and finalize the Socio-Economic Existing Conditions Report and distribute to the Agency and MECP
(refer to project schedule in Appendix A for timeframe).

¢ Draft EAR/IS and Final EAR/IS and Summary of Impact Statement. The time period allotted for
review of the Draft and Final EAR/IS and supportive documentation (i.e., Record of Consultation) are
specified in the project schedule contained in Appendix A. For the Draft EAR/IS this allows for:
75-day federal review process. For the Final EAR/IS this allows for 30-day Agency administrative
review and determination of compliance with TISG; 45-days for Agency posting and invitation to
public and Indigenous communities to review Summary of Impact Statement; and 30-days for Agency
to consider comments and determine if Final EAR/IS meets requirements of TISG; and 30-days for
Agency to verify if deficiencies have been adequately addressed by the proponent.

4.1.5.3 Agency-led Consultation and Engagement

During the extended time period for the IS Phase, the proponent will support the Agency-led consultation
and engagement with the public and Indigenous communities and groups.

As outlined in the Agency Indigenous Engagement and Partnership Plan for the WSR Project, the
proponent expects to participate in meetings with the Agency, federal authorities and Indigenous
communities to discuss technical matters. In addition, the proponent in preparing the Draft EAR/IS will
validate IKLRU information with Indigenous communities who provide it, prior to formally submitting the
Draft EAR/IS.

As outlined in the Agency’s Public Participation Plan, the proponent will engage with the public and
stakeholders to gather information identify potential effects and appropriate mitigation measures and
address concerns throughout the impact assessment process. Also, the proponent will support meetings
organized by Agency, where necessary, to present information about the Project, including on baseline
conditions, potential effects, assessment of effects, and proposed mitigation and follow-up measures.
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The above proponent support to Agency-led consultation and engagement is reflected in the project
schedule and is envisioned to occur within the extended time period for IS Phase and Impact Assessment
Phase.

4.1.5.4 Addressing Deficiencies in the Impact Statement

The proponent has allotted time in their project schedule to address major deficiencies in the Impact
Statement Phase as identified by the Agency and federal authorities from their review of the EAR/IS. In
the extended IS Phase this will occur following receipt of comments from the Agency’s review of the
Pre-Draft EAR/IS (outside of formal review process) that allows the proponent approximately 60-days to
address deficiencies and finalize the Draft EAR/IS. Following submission of the Draft EAR/IS and
identified deficiencies from the 75-day federal review process the proponent has allowed 60-days to
revise and submit the Final EAR/IS. In addition, the proponent has also included approximately 14-days
to revise the Final EAR/IS based on the Agency’s administrative review and determination of compliance
with the TISG; and 45-days to address deficiencies identified from Agency’s review of comments from the
public and Indigenous communities, including engagement with Indigenous communities or others if
needed.

4.1.5.5 Contingency Allowance for Unexpected Delays

In addition to the base project schedule to complete the Impact Statement Phase, as contained in
Appendix A and as summarized in Section 4.1.6, the proponent is proposing that a contingency
allowance be added for unexpected delays. There are number of activities and tasks that are considered
to pose a risk or uncertainty to the schedule and therefore a contingency allowance of 16 months is
recommended to be added to the base schedule. The extent of potential delay for any given activity/task
is difficult to predict and could include, but not limited to, such items as:

* Additional time needed for participation and receipt of Indigenous Knowledge (IK) and land and
resource information from communities, including completing validation process with regards to
providing informed consent for the use of approved information into EA/IA documentation.

* Additional time needed for assessment of impacts to the exercise of Aboriginal and Treaty rights that
is intended to be a collaborative process with Indigenous communities and is linked to communities
sharing IK and land and resource use information.

* Additional time needed for integration and consideration of outcomes of Ontario Crown Consultation
with Indigenous communities/groups.

¢ Additional time needed to arrange, conduct and document proponent-led Consultation Rounds 2
and 3 with Indigenous communities then expected, including resolving issues/concerns
(e.g., evaluation of alternatives, cumulative effects assessment, etc.).

¢ Additional time needed to address major deficiencies (e.g., baseline data, technical effects
assessment for valued components, GBA+ analysis, etc.) identified from the Agency and federal
authorities review of Socio-Economic Baseline Report, Pre-Draft, Draft and Final EAR/IS. This is also
relevant to the provincial EA process and GRT review of the EAR/IS, as part of the coordinated
federal/provincial assessment for the Project.

* Additional time needed to address issues/concerns raised by Indigenous communities, the public
and/or stakeholders, including potential further proponent-led engagement with Indigenous
communities to resolve significant areas of concern such as specific valued component effects
(e.g., Caribou), cumulative effects assessment or impacts on the exercise of Aboriginal and
Treaty Rights.
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4.1.6 Project Schedule

The detailed schedule for the WSR Project is contained in Appendix A. The following is a summary of
key milestones/deliverables assumed in the project schedule within the extended time period for the
Impact Statement Phase.

Submit draft Socio-Economic Existing Conditions Report for Agency and federal authorities review
that will be circulated prior to Pre-Draft EAR/IS - February 24, 2023.

Revise and finalize Socio-Economic Existing Conditions Report based on deficiencies identified from
the Agency and federal authorities review — May 1, 2023.

Submit Pre-Draft EAR/IS for Agency and federal authorities review —November 2, 2023.

Revise and finalize Pre-Draft EAR/IS based on deficiencies identified from the Agency and federal
authorities review — February 28, 2024.

Submit Draft EAR/IS for Agency and federal authorities review — March 6, 2024.

Submit Final EAR/IS for Agency and federal authorities review — July 25, 2024.

Revise Final EAR/IS, if necessary, based on additional comments from Agency — August 15, 2024.
Agency Posts to Registry Public Notice to Invitation to the public and Indigenous communities/groups
to provide comments on the Summary of the Impact Statement — August 16, 2024.

Proponent to address deficiencies identified by the Agency, if necessary, including engaging with the
public and Indigenous communities/groups — December 12, 2024.

Agency accepts the EAR/IS and Issues Notice of Determination (completion of IS Phase) with
Agency-led Impact Assessment Phase initiated — January 20, 2025.

Based on the current schedule for the WSR Project and consideration of a contingency allowance for
unexpected delays, the proponent is requesting an extension to May 20, 2026 for the Impact Statement
Phase of the WSR Project.
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5 Progress Report

This section describes the advances made by the Project Team to meet the requirements of the TISG for
the Project, including:

¢ Engagement activities conducted to date with Indigenous communities and groups, government
agencies, and the public and stakeholders;

* A summary of the baseline data collected to date;

¢ Determination of the final project components; and

* Additional relevant information.

5.1 Consultation and Engagement with Indigenous
Communities and Groups

This section describes engagement activities conducted to date with Indigenous communities and groups,
and the outcomes of these activities.

5.1.1 Summary of Consultation and Engagement Activities to Date

5.1.1.1 Chief and Council Meetings

One Chief and Council Meeting was held during Consultation Round 1, which involved providing a project
update to WFN Chief Cornelius Wabasse and the newly elected Council. In addition, a Chief and Council
Meeting was also held with Weenusk First Nation. Details of the meetings are provided in Table 5-1.

Table 5-1: Consultation Round 1 Chief and Council Meetings

# Community Date/Time Meeting Summary
1  Webequie First Nation March 30, 2022 A meeting was held with Chief Wabasse and Council to
12:00 PM provide a project update to new members and discuss
upcoming EA/IA activities.
2 Webequie First Nation June 20, 2022 A meeting was held with Chief Wabasse and Council to
2:00 PM provide an update on the socio-economic and human

health studies and to coordinate a community visit to
collect primary information to support both studies.
3 Weenusk First Nation July 19, 2022 A meeting was held with Chief Hunter and Council to
10:00 AM provide information on topics in Consultation Round 1 —
EAJ/IA updates, study plans for valued components,
assessment approach. IK, consideration of alternatives
and consultation approach and next steps.

5.1.1.2 Community Virtual Information Sessions - Round #1

Twenty-two (22) community Virtual Information Sessions were held during Consultation Round 1 — one
with each of the potentially affected or interested Indigenous communities at the start of each week.
Table 5-2 shows the schedule of sessions. An invitation letter and poster were sent to the Chief of each
community at least two weeks in advance of the event and each session was hosted by the Project Team
via Zoom and live-streamed via Facebook Live. Sessions included an introduction to the current status of
the WSR Project, a pre-recorded video presentation summarizing topics for engagement and EA/IA
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activities to date, and a Q&A period, during which time responses were provided to questions raised by

the community during the EA ToR phase. At the session, attendees were also encouraged to pose new

questions to the Project Team. After each session, the video of the recorded virtual information session

was posted to the Project Website, ensuring community members who were unable to attend could still

watch the session pertaining to their community an submit questions and feedback. Comments received
from each community and responses provided by the Project Team are detailed in Section 5.2.

Table 5-2: Schedule for Consultation Round 1 Community Virtual Information Sessions

# Indigenous Community/ Group Session Date Invitation Letter

1  Webequie First Nation Monday, April 4, 2022 Tuesday, March 29, 2022
2 Weenusk (Peawanuck) First Nation Monday, April 11, 2022 Tuesday, March 29, 2022
3 Kaschechewan First Nation Tuesday, April 19, 2022 Monday, April 4, 2022

4  Attawapiskat First Nation Monday, April 25, 2022 Monday, April 11, 2022

5  Fort Albany First Nation Monday, May 2, 2022 Tuesday, April 19, 2022
6  Marten Falls First Nation Monday, May 9, 2022 Monday, April 25, 2022

7 Neskantaga First Nation Monday, May 16, 2022 Monday, May 2, 2022

8  Kasabonika Lake First Nation Tuesday, May 24, 2022 Monday, May 9, 2022

9  Eabametoong First Nation Monday, May 30, 2022 Monday, May 16, 2022
10 Nibinamik First Nation Monday, June 6, 2022 Tuesday, May 24, 2022
11 Aroland First Nation Monday, June 13, 2022 Tuesday, May 31, 2022
12 Constance Lake First Nation Monday, June 20, 2022 Tuesday, June 7, 2022
13 Ginoogaming First Nation Monday, June 27, 2022 Monday, June 13, 2022
14  Kitchenuhmaykoosib Inninuwug First Nation Monday, July 4, 2022 Thursday, June 23, 2022
15 Kingfisher Lake First Nation Monday, July 11, 2022 Monday, June 27, 2022
16 Long Lake #58 First Nation Monday, July 18, 2022 Monday, July 4, 2022

17 Mishkeegogamang First Nation Monday, July 25, 2022 Monday, July 11, 2022
18 North Caribou Lake First Nation Tuesday, August 2, 2022 Monday, July 18, 2022
19 Wapekeka First Nation Monday, August 8, 2022 Monday, July 25, 2022
20 Wawakapewin First Nation Monday, August 15, 2022 Tuesday, August 2, 2022
21  Wunnumin Lake First Nation Monday, August 22, 2022 Monday, August 8, 2022
22 Métis Nation of Ontario — Region 2 Monday, August 29, 2022 Monday, August 15, 2022

5.1.1.3  Project Notifications and Updates

5.1.1.31 Notices / Invitations (i.e., Notice of Commencement of EA)

Notices regarding key Project milestones and invitation letters for data gathering activities were sent to
Indigenous communities via email, mail (Canada Post), and fax (where applicable), as further described

in Table 5-3.
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Table 5-3: Notices / Invitations Circulated to Indigenous Communities During Consultation

Round 1
# Notice Date(s) Description
1 Notice of Commencement  October 29, 2021 — Email The NoC of EA was circulated to all
of EA November 3, 2021 — Mail Indigenous communities/groups and
stakeholders on the WSR Project contact list.
The notice informed recipients that the ToR
had been approved- with amendments- by
MECP.
2 IKLRU Program Invitation December 13, 2021 — Email The IKLRU invitation letter was sent to all
Letter December 13, 2021 — Mail 22 Indigenous communities to share
December 13. 2021 — Fax information regarding the program and solicit
' participation.
3 Socio-Economic Primary December 21, 2021 — Email The Socio-Economic invitation letter was sent
Data Collection Invitation December 20, 2021 — Mail to all 22 Indigenous communities to introduce
Letter December 20, 2021 — Fax the socio-economic primary data collection

program, including its purpose, methods, and
criteria, and to solicit participation.

5.1.1.3.2 Newsletters

Monthly newsletters providing up-to-date information on various aspects of the WSR Project (such as field
studies, study plans, the IKLRU program, socio-economic primary data collection, and consultation
events) were sent to all 22 potentially affected Indigenous communities via email, mail (50 copies through
Canada Post), and fax, as further described in Table 5-4. They are also posted on the Project website,
ensuring they are accessible to all community members. As previously noted, WEN receives a community
specific Newsletter on a quarterly basis that provides information and update on the WSR Project.

Table 5-4: Monthly Newsletters Circulated During Consultation Round 1

Issue Month Description of Newsletter Contents

5 November 2021 « Description of ToR approval and “what happens now that the ToR has been
approved?”
* Summary of (and link to) the Notice of Commencement of EA.
* Overview of baseline studies and identification of alternatives to be completed.
* General description of the engagement and consultation approach.

6 January 2022 * Reminder of ToR approval and what this means for the Project/ the difference
between the federal IA and provincial EA.
* Overview of the role of study plans.
 List of field studies completed in the past year.
* What to expect in 2022.

7 February 2022 * Reminder of the difference between federal IA and provincial EA.
* Overview of the coordinated assessment process.
* Description of what will be studied (valued components/indicators).
* Summary of the IKLRU program, including its purpose, phases, and its role in the
EA/A.

8 March 2022 * Reminder of what the coordinated provincial-federal assessment process entails.
* Overview of IKLRU, including the purpose of the IKLRU program, its importance in
the EA/IA, and information being gathered.
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* Summary of the socio-economic primary data collection program.

Issue Month Description of Newsletter Contents

Table 5-4 (Cont’d): Monthly Newsletters Circulated During Consultation Round 1

Issue Month Description of Newsletter Contents

9 April 2022 * Description of the current stage of the WSR Project.
* Overview of upcoming virtual community information sessions.
* Summary of the socio-economic program, including “what are socio-economics?”,
what the primary data collection program entails, and methods that will be used to
gather this information.

10 May 2022 * Quick refresher on the current phase of the EA/IA.
» Description of virtual community information sessions.
* Summary of valued components, indicators, and fact sheets- which explain how
these will be studied.
* Overview of additional upcoming engagement opportunities.

11 June 2022 * Update on virtual community information sessions, including communities whose
sessions have already occurred and those whose sessions are upcoming, how to
watch recordings and submit comments, and a description of what each session
involves.

* Overview of ongoing field studies.

12 July 2022 * Overview of additional upcoming engagement opportunities.

* General description of the objective of field studies for the WSR Project.

» Definition of key terms associated with cultural heritage assessment, including
built heritage resources, cultural heritage landscapes, and cultural heritage
resources.

* Summary of the objectives of fish and fish habitat assessments.

* Overview of ongoing virtual community information sessions.

13 August 2022 * To be included in final Extension Request Report.

5.1.1.4 Project Website

A dedicated website, www.supplyroad.ca/, was created at the beginning of the Project (during the ToR
phase) to provide Indigenous communities and groups, the public and stakeholders with information on
the Project, post notifications of upcoming activities and engagement events, and provide access to
important documentation for review. Public notices/invitations, community information session
presentations, and other relevant documents and communication materials (such as fact sheets and
study plan summaries) are posted on the website to provide Indigenous community members, the public
and stakeholders easy access to project information.

Throughout Consultation Round 1, recorded topic-specific live-streaming information sessions and
community virtual information sessions have also been continuously uploaded to the website, ensuring
community members who are unable to attend sessions can access project information and provide their
feedback to the Project Team. Finally, a unique webpage was created for each of the 22 potentially
affected communities, which can be accessed by entering “supplyroad.ca/[communityname]” into the web
browser. Each community-specific webpage contains the following:

¢ Videos with information on a range of topics related to the WSR Project;
¢  Alive-stream recording of the community virtual information session;
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¢ AVirtual Reality (VR) open house walkthrough, replicating a traditional open house setting with boards

W

presenting information on various aspects of the Project; and

* A comment box, allowing community members to ask questions or provide feedback to the Project

Team with ease.

The website also provides interested individuals contact information. It is updated regularly to ensure all
relevant documentation to date is readily available and to provide information and notices in a practical
manner. Key documents are provided in Ojibway, Cree, Oji-Cree, French, and English.

5.1.1.5 Virtual Topic-Specific Information Sessions and Radio Call-In Shows

Throughout Consultation Round 1, the Project Team hosted virtual topic-specific information sessions
and radio call-in shows relevant to the WSR Project, as listed in Table 5-5. Each began with a live radio
show at 2:30 PM EST on Wawatay Radio and was followed by a livestream topic-specific event on
Facebook Live and YouTube at 4:30 PM EST. In the two weekdays leading up to each information

session/radio call-in show, the Project Team ran a 30 second ad on Wawatay Radio three times each day

to advertise the event.

Table 5-5: Virtual Topic-Specific Information Sessions and Radio Call-In Shows During

Consultation Round 1

Date Topic
October 8, 2021 WSR EA/ ToR Approval
October 12, 2021 Socio-Economic and Human

Health Study Plans

October 14, 2021 WSR EA/ ToR Approval

October 26, 2021 Acoustic Environment, Visual
Environment, Climate Change/Air
Quality and Cumulative Effects

November 9, 2021 Soils, Vegetation, Groundwater,
Surface Water, and Aquatic
Habitat Study Plans

November 23, 2021 Caribou, Wolverine, Wildlife and
Wildlife Habitat, Species at Risk,
and Breeding Birds Study Plans

Discussion Points

Description of Project background and setting
(regional and local).

Summary of WFN’s approach to engagement.
Description of how the ToR was prepared and
how the EA phase will proceed.

Project update, explaining that the ToR had been
approved.

Discussion of Socio-Economic and Human Health
study plans- including their purpose and details of
the activities associated with each.

Description of Project background and setting
(regional and local).

Summary of WFN'’s approach to engagement.
Description of how the ToR was prepared and
how the EA phase will proceed.

Project update, explaining that the ToR had been
approved.

Discussion of Acoustic Environment, Visual
Environment, Climate Change/Air Quality, and
Cumulative Effects study plans- including their
purpose and details of the activities associated
with each.

Project update, explaining that the ToR had been
approved.

Discussion of Soils, Vegetation, Groundwater,
Surface Water, and Aquatic Habitat study plans-
including their purpose and details of the activities
associated with each.

Project update, explaining that the ToR had been
approved.

Discussion of Caribou, Wolverine, Wildlife and
Wildlife Habitat, Species at Risk, and Breeding
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January 12, 2022

January 26, 2022

February 9, 2022

February 23, 2022

March 9, 2022

March 23, 2022

April 6, 2022

April 20, 2022

Looking Back and Ahead: WSR
Activities in 2021 and 2022

What We Have Heard: Key
Themes of Project Questions and
Concerns

The Provincial EA and Federal 1A
Processes

Indigenous Knowledge Part 1 —
What is IK?

Indigenous Knowledge Part 2 —
Weaving IK into EAs and I1As

Indigenous Knowledge Part 3 — IK
from a Community Member’s
Perspective

Socio-Economics

Human Health

W

Birds study plans- including their purpose and
details of the activities/ field studies associated
with each.

* Current status from provincial regulatory
perspective.

* Updates on activities related to engineering,
noise, geotechnical, hydrogeology,
socio-economic and biological studies.

* Completed and upcoming community
engagement.

* Opportunities for providing project feedback.

¢ Indigenous communities and organizations who
have provided input.

* Discussion of key themes of input provided.

* Coordination of the two processes and a general
comparison.

* Purpose of components of technical study plans.

* Explanation of valued components/indicators and
discussion of assessment boundaries.

* Role and purpose of baseline studies.

* General description of what IK entails.

» Discussion of the importance of IK in the EA/IA
process and the blend of IK with western science

* Summary of the WSR IK Program.

* Review of “What is IK?’

* Specific examples of IK contribution from various
disciplines.

* Presentation of a graphic showing the
combination of IK and western science data
collection methods.

* Consisted of 3 videos, as follows:

- The first provided a community Elder’s
explanation of Webequie’s Three-Tier Model
based on traditional use of the land.

- The second was a more detailed explanation of
the Three-Tier Model including its relationship
with government and industry.

* The third featured a community elder sharing
stores on how Indigenous people moved within
their homeland.

* Socio-economics were defined.

» Discussion of socio-economic study plan,
preliminary valued components, the local and
regional study areas, baseline data collection,
secondary information collection, GBA+ analysis,
effects assessment, and mitigation of negative
effects.

* Description of Health Impact Assessments (HIAS).

* Discussion of HIA objectives, the WFN proxy
approach, the basis of an HIA, social determinants
of health, First Nations health and wellness, and
criteria and indicators.

Discussion Points
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Table 5-5 (Cont’d): Virtual Topic-Specific Information Sessions and Radio Call-In Shows During
Consultation Round 1

Date Topic Discussion Points

May 4, 2022 Air, Noise and Vibration * Divided into two parts, as follows:

- (1) Noise and vibration, including a discussion of
spatial boundaries, temporal boundaries,
noise/vibration guidelines, measurement of
background noise levels and results, noise
monitoring locations, and mitigation methods.

- (2) Air Quality, including a discussion of information
collection, valued components, and mitigation
methods.

May 18, 2022 Wildlife and Species at Risk * Objectives of the wildlife and SAR field studies.

* Description of field studies and criteria and indicators.

* Exploration of potential mitigation methods.

June 1, 2022 Groundwater and Surface Water  « Objectives of the groundwater and surface water field
studies.

* Discussion of study areas, field surveys, and potential
mitigation methods.

June 15, 2022 Fish and Fish Habitat * Objectives of the fish and fish habitat field studies.

» Description of the various field surveys to be
conducted and criteria and indicators.

* Explanation of potential mitigation methods.

June 29, 2022 Cultural Heritage * Key definitions associated with cultural heritage
assessments.

» Description of the purpose of the assessment,
regulatory requirements, and steps involved in
identifying built heritage resources and cultural
heritage landscapes.

* Overview of preliminary impact assessment
methodology.

5.1.1.6 Key Informant Interviews and Focus Group Sessions

During Consultation Round 1, interviews were conducted with individuals possessing special knowledge
or information to contribute to the WSR socio-economic baseline study. This special knowledge includes
but not limited to community infrastructure capacity and service availability/ needs, history with
developers, economic development aims, Indigenous owned businesses, housing supply and demand,
and crime rates. Key informants included Chief and Council, band administration staff, social services
providers, Elders, and other community members, who were asked questions that also speak to the
issues and needs of vulnerable sub-groups such as women, youth, and Elders. They were interviewed
either by telephone, videoconference, or during in-person consultation and engagement activities.
Interviews were recorded electronically to assist in the preparation of transcripts and findings were
organized thematically.

Additionally, focus groups are proposed to be undertaken with distinct sub-groups in the community,
including youth, women, Elders, and land users/ knowledge keepers. To date focus groups have been
held with women and youth (initial session) as noted in Table 5-6. Future focus groups sessions are
currently being arranged for August 2022. Focus groups allow for a richer and more in-depth
understanding of experiences and issues to emerge based on differences within the communities. Focus
groups will be comprised of 3-6-participants each and lasted approximately 2-3 hours. Participants are
recruited through the Webequie Project Team and/or other community contacts. The sessions are carried
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out either virtually via teleconference or in person, depending on provincial and community COVID-19
restrictions in place as well as participant preferences and comfort levels. Sessions held to date have
been recorded using audio/video recording and a notetaker was also present.

All interviews and focus groups completed during Consultation Round 1 are expected to be with
Webequie First Nation community members. Copies of transcripts and/or findings will be provided to key
informants and/or focus group participants for validation and feedback and all information collection
adhered to the principles of OCAP® (ownership, control, access, and possession principles) (The First
Nations Information Governance Centre 2021). All 22 potentially affected communities were invited to
participated in the socio-economic primary data collection program, and interviews and focus groups with
other communities will be carried out during Consultation Rounds 2 and 3 based on expression of interest
and availability to participate.

Table 5-7 lists all key informant interviews conducted during Consultation Round 1, including the name
and role of each key informant, the date of each interview, and key discussion topics. The table also
provides an overview of each focus group completed during Consultation Round 1, including the
sub-group, number of participants, date, format, and key discussion topics. Interview and focus group
findings and further information will be incorporated into in the WSR Socio-Economic Existing Conditions
Report.

Table 5-6: Key Informant Interviews and Focus Groups

Name Role Interview Date Key Discussion Topics

Glen Wabasse Economic 1-Oct-22 ¢ Economic development
Development * Local businesses
Officer + Procurement

Gordon Wabasse Lands and 1-Mar-22 ¢ Land and resources use objectives
Resources * Current land and resource-related projects
Director and/or studies

Cornelius Wabasse  Chief 1-Mar-22 * General social and economic issues and

objectives/aspirations
* Experiences with other development projects
* Major community revenue sources

Leslie Spence Community 1-Mar-22 * General social and economic issues and
Coordinator/ Off- objectives/aspirations
Reserve Liaison * Opportunities and services that may be
needed with the WSR — particularly for youth
Ananias Spence Esteemed Elder 1-Mar-22 * General social and economic issues and

objectives/aspirations
¢ Opportunities and services that may be
needed with the WSR
Jeffrey Jacobs Health Director 2-Mar-22 * General social and economic issues and
objectives/aspirations
* Access to services for health, well-being, and
safety in the community, as well as barriers
* Future plans for service upgrades
Levi Sofea Former Health 13-May-22 ¢ General social and economic issues and
Director objectives/aspirations
* Access to services for health, well-being, and
safety in the community, as well as barriers
* Future plans for service upgrades
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Harry Wabasse Former Councillor ~ 13-May-22 * General social and economic issues and
objectives/aspirations
* Experiences with other development projects
* Major community revenue sources
Roy Spence Former Councillor ~ 13-May-22 * General social and economic issues and
objectives/aspirations
* Experiences with other development projects
* Major community revenue sources
Mary Gardiner School Principal 13-May-22 * General social and economic issues and
objectives/aspirations
¢ On-reserve and off-reserve school attendance
rates
* Barriers to achieving higher levels of education
* Traditional education offerings
Travis Spence Employment 13-May-22 ¢ General social and economic issues and
Coordinator objectives/aspirations
* On-reserve employment opportunities,
including for youth
* Access to training and skills development
Marvin Wabasse Housing 13-May-22 * General social and economic issues and
Coordinator objectives/aspirations
* On-reserve housing affordability
* Housing supply and demand, including
overcrowding
* Housing quality
* Plans for additional housing
Jonny Suganaqueb Housing 13-May-22 * General social and economic issues and
Coordinator objectives/aspirations
* On-reserve housing affordability
* Housing supply and demand, including
overcrowding
* Housing quality
* Plans for additional housing

Table 5-6 (Cont’d): Key Informant Interviews and Focus Groups
Name Role Interview Date Key Discussion Topics

Elsie MacDonald Former Chief and July 21-22 * General social and economic issues and
Councillor for objectives/aspirations
WEN .

Child and family services

¢ Education and training

* Public work and infrastructure

¢ Community well-being, health and safety

Focus Groups

Sub-Group # of Date Format Key Discussion Topics
Participants
Women 8 13-May-22 In Person * Access to Land, Resources,
Infrastructure and Services
e Safety

* Employment and Training
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Sub-Group # of Date Format Key Discussion Topics
Participants

Youth (Initial) 2 13-May-22 In Person ¢ Enrolment and Education
¢ Employment and Training
* Access to Land, Resources,

Infrastructure and Services
* Safety
5.1.1.7 On-Reserve Community Meetings

Four in-person on-reserve community meetings were held during Consultation Round 1, three with WFN
and one with Weenusk First Nation (refer to Table 5-7). The purpose of each community meeting was to

share information on the WSR EA/IA process, study plans for valued components, assessment approach,

IK, consideration of alternatives and consultation approach and next steps. The presentation materials
were translated to Ojibway and Cree in real-time by local translators, and all COVID-19 protocols were
adhered to. Each meeting ended with a Q&A period and an overview of other upcoming consultation and

engagement opportunities.

Table 5-7: Consultation Round 1 On-Reserve Community Meetings

#  Community Date/Time

1 Webequie First Nation October 13, 2021

1:00 PM

2 Webequie First Nation October 27, 2021

12:00 PM

3 Webequie First Nation November 10, 2021

2:00 PM

4 Weenusk First Nation July 19, 2022

7:00 PM

Location

WFN Band Hall

WEFN Band Hall

WFN Band Hall

Community Centre

Topics Covered

EA process
Study Plans for:
o Socio-
Economic/
o Human Health
EA Process
Study Plans for:
o Acoustic/Visual
Environment

o Climate
Change/Air
Quality
o  Cumulative
Effects
EA Process
Study Plans for:
o Geology,

Terrain & Soils
o Vegetation,
o Groundwater &
Surface Water
o Agquatic Habitat

Topics in Consultation
Round 1 — EA/IA updates,
study plans for valued
components, assessment
approach. IK,
consideration of
alternatives and
consultation approach and
next steps.
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A meeting was held for Webequie First Nation off-reserve members at the Italian Cultural Centre in
Thunder Bay on May 31, 2022 to provide information on topics in Consultation Round 1 — EA/IA updates,
study plans for valued components, assessment approach. IK, consideration of alternatives and
consultation approach and next steps.

5.1.